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What is the Student Research Symposium?

• A venue for you to present your work

• Open to undergraduate and graduate students

• Open to a variety of formats
• Posters

• Oral presentations (individual and group)

• Virtual presentations

• Research AND creative activities (fine and performing arts)

• A celebration of your hard work

• A great line on your CV/resume



How do I sign up?

• Fill out the registration form by April 
1st

• Your faculty advisor/mentor can help 
you, but you should be the one to sign 
yourself up

• Groups: only one submission of this 
form, please!



How do I write a strong abstract?

• An abstract is a paragraph (under 300 words) describing your 
presentation/poster

• A well-written abstract helps readers to understand what your research is 
about, prepares them for your findings, and piques their curiosity

• You are encouraged to include the following:
• Some context for your reader to frame your research problem

• Your research problem

• A brief summary of pre-existing research

• The rationale of your research (why are you addressing this problem?)

• Your methodology

• Your findings and their significance



How do I write a strong abstract?

The University of Madison-Wisconsin. “Writing an Abstract for Your Research Paper.” The Writer’s 
Handbook: UW-Madison Writing Center. 



What else do I need to know?

• Awards will be given to top presentations in each category 
(undergraduate oral presentations, posters, virtual; graduate oral 
presentations, posters, virtual)

• All participants will receive a certificate

• In order to be eligible for awards, submit your presentation to the 
Online Research Commons by April 15th

• ATU Campus Life has generously offered to print your poster for free 
(see website for email); print at least 3 business in advance and use 
the template available on the website



Videos of Former Presenters
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4:30pm

WPN Auditorium



What is the Student Research Symposium?

• A venue for students to present their work

• Open to undergraduate and graduate students

• Open to a variety of formats
• Posters

• Oral presentations (individual and group)

• Virtual presentations

• Creative activities (fine and performing arts)

• A celebration of students’ hard work

• A great line on their CV/resume



How do students sign up?

• Students should fill out the 
registration form by April 1st

• You can help students, but they 
should be the one to sign themselves 
up

• Groups: only one submission of this 
form, please!

• If you need to be present for your 
students’ presentation(s), ensure that 
they sign up for times when you are 
available



What else do I need to know?

• Awards will be given to top presentations in each category 
(undergraduate oral presentations, posters, virtual; graduate oral 
presentations, posters, virtual)
• Judges are responsible for evaluating for awards purposes only, and cannot 

release their score sheets to faculty for course grading purposes. If you need 
to grade your students’ project(s), ensure they sign up for times you are 
available

• In order to be eligible for awards, students should submit their 
presentation to the Online Research Commons by April 15th

• MARCOMM will print posters, but need lead time



Sign up to be a judge!



How can I incorporate this into my class?

• You are encouraged to incorporate the Research Symposium into 
classes typically held on Thursdays!

• Some suggestions include:
• Have students participate in the Research Symposium Scavenger Hunt

• Assign a written report or video essay on a presentation the student 
attended

• Have students constructively assess one another’s presentations

• For many other ideas, see email from March 4th from Academic Affairs!



My 2024-25 students need funding!

• Undergraduate Research Grants are available for the 2024-25 
academic year!

• Students can receive up to $2,000 in funding for supplies and 
travel

• Grants will be awarded on the merit of the project and 
subject to approval by the CUR committee
• Projects must be under the advisement of a faculty member

• Students should complete the application themselves, and 
faculty mentoring during that process is highly encouraged
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