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STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 

Arkansas Tech University is committed to the maintenance of a drug and alcohol free work place and to a standard of conduct for employees and students 

that discourages the unlawful or unauthorized use, possession, storage, manufacture, distribution, or sale of alcoholic beverages and any illicit drugs or 

drug paraphernalia in University buildings, any public campus area, in University housing units, in University vehicles, or at any University affiliated events 

held on or off-campus, which are sponsored by students, employees and their respective campus organizations (including all fraternities and sororities). For 

Arkansas Tech University employees, compliance with this policy is a term and condition of employment. For Arkansas Tech University students and student 

organizations, compliance with this policy is a term and condition of continued enrollment/organizational registration. 

LEGAL SANCTIONS 

Federal Penalties and Sanctions for Illegal Possession of a Controlled Substance -I st conviction: Up to I year imprisonment and a fine of at least 

$1,000 but not more than $100,000, or both. After I prior drug conviction: At least 15 days in prison, not to exceed 2 years and a fine of at least $2,500 but 

not more than $250,000 or both. After 2 or more prior drug convictions: At least 90 days in prison, not to exceed 3 years and a fine of at least $5,000 but 

not more than $250,000 or both. Special sentencing provisions for possession of crack cocaine are mandatory 5 to 20 years in prison and a fine of up to 

$250,000; both if (a) I st conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds 5 grams, (b) 2nd crack conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds 

3 grams ( c) 3rd or subsequent crack conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds I gram. Personal and real property used to possess or to facilitate 

possession of a controlled substance may be forfeited if that offense is punishable by more than I year imprisonment. Vehicles, boats, aircraft, or any other 

conveyance used to transport or conceal a controlled substance may also be forfeited. Additional sanctions include civil fines of up to $10,000; denial of 

federal benefits, such as student loans, grants, contracts, and professional commercial licenses, up to I year for first offense, up to 5 years for second and 

subsequent offenses; and ineligibility to receive or purchase a firearm. Other sanctions vested within the authorities of individual federal agencies are 

revocation of certain federal licenses and benefits such as pilot licenses and public housing. 

State of Arkansas Sanctions and Penalties 

• Underage DUI Law-The State of Arkansas' "Underage DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Law" (863) makes it an offense for a person under the age of

21 with a blood alcohol content of .02 or higher (approximately one can of beer, one glass of wine, or one drink of hard liquor) to operate a motorized

vehicle. Penalties for a first offense can result in (I) suspension of driver's license for not less than 90 days; (2) a fine of no less than $100 or more than

$500; (3) assignment to public service work; and/or (4) completion of an alcohol and driving education program.

• Driving While Intoxicated -A person who drives a motorized vehicle while influenced or affected by the ingestion of alcohol, a controlled substance,

or any intoxicant commits the offense of driving while intoxicated. Penalties for such an offense may include (I) suspension of license for I 20 days for

the first offense with a blood alcohol content of at least .08; suspension of 180 days for the first offense with a blood alcohol content of .15 or more;

suspension for 6 months for first offense if intoxicated by use of a controlled substance; (2) imprisonment for no less than 24 hours and no more than

one year for the first offense (with additional imprisonment for subsequent offense); (3) fines of no less than $150 and no more than $1,000 for the first

offense (with stiffer fines for subsequent offenses); (4) as inability to pay fines; and (5) a requirement to complete an alcohol education program as

prescribed and approved by the Arkansas Highway Safety Program, or an alcoholism treatment program as approved by the Bureau of Alcohol and Drug

Abuse Prevention. A blood alcohol level in excess of .04 may be considered with other competent evidence in determining guilt or innocence. A blood

alcohol level of .08 or more shall give rise to a presumption of intoxication.

• Public Intoxication -A person commits the offense of "Public Intoxication" if (I) he appears in a public place manifestly under the influence of alcohol

or a controlled substance to the degree that he is likely to endanger himself or other persons or property, or (2) he unreasonable annoys persons in his

vicinity. Public intoxication is a Class C misdemeanor, and can result in a fine of up to $ I 00, and/or imprisonment in the county jail ( or other authorized

institution) for up to 30 days.

• Drinking in Public -A person commits the offense of "Drinking in Public" if that person consumes alcohol in any public place. This includes

consumption while in a vehicle on a street or highway. Penalties include a fine of up to $100 and/or imprisonment for up to 30 days. Possession of any

alcoholic beverages in Tech residence halls or on any other University property is prohibited.

• Possession of Alcohol by a Minor -It is illegal for a person under the age of 21 to possess alcohol. Penalties include a fine of up to $500, probation

under the direction of the court, and driver's license suspension for a period of up to one year.

• Knowingly Furnishing to a Minor - A person commits the offense of "Knowingly Furnishing to a Minor" if, being an adult, he or she knowingly

purchases for or provides alcoholic beverage to a minor. Such an offense is a Class C misdemeanor and can result in (I) a fine of up to $1,000 and/or (2)

imprisonment in the county jail (or other authorized institution) for up to one full year. 

• Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance - It is unlawful for any person to manufacture, deliver, or possess with intent to manufacture or

deliver, a controlled substance. Penalties for the manufacture or delivery of a controlled substance can range from three (3) years to life in prison and

fines up to $250,000, depending on the quantity and type of drug. In addition, real and personal property used in the manufacture, delivery, or importing

of controlled substances may be forfeited to the government.

• Manufacture or Delivery of a Counterfeit Substance -It is unlawful for any person to create, deliver, or possess with intent to deliver a counterfeit

substance purporting to be a controlled substance. Penalties for the creating and/or delivery of a counterfeit substance can range from I to 20 years in

prison and fines up to $15,000, depending on the type of drug being counterfeited.

• Possession of a Controlled or Counterfeit Substance -It is unlawful for any person to possess a controlled substance or counterfeit substance.

Penalties for possession of a controlled or counterfeit substance can range from I to 10 years in prison and fines up to $10,000, depending on the type of

drug (or counterfeit) possessed.




