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We're Growing!
The Student Support Services (SSS) office is now home to two
programs: the original SSS and the new Teacher Prep Student
Support Services (TPSSS) program. TPSSS will serve 140 education
majors at Arkansas Tech who are first-generation college students,
low-income, and/or have disabilities. The two programs will work
closely to assist students through cohesive services, but Teacher
Prep participants will have access to additional services and
resources unique to education majors and careers. With the
addition of the TPSSS grant has come two new staff positions:
Joellen Dettra is our Records Management Analyst and Sara
Brownlee is our Teacher Prep Advisor. We are working hard to
admit new participants so we can help pre-service teachers
accomplish their academic goals and prepare for career success.

Virtual Impact
Like the rest of the world, our
services have transitioned to a
nearly all-online format. Our
workshops, normally presented in
a small-group setting in our office
conference space, were offered in
an online, self-service format
through Blackboard this fall. Face-
to-face meetings with students
were traded for video conferences,
which were surprisingly
heartening; students who felt
uncertain were able to connect
with their advisor's smile and
familiar support. 

In Memorium
We are saddened at the passing of
an SSS alum, Artie Morris in
September 2020. He graduated
with his bachelor's degree in May
2018. Artie participated in various
SSS activities and events and
developed caring friendships
within SSS. Our thoughts are with
Artie's family and loved ones.



Emily  Torrealba -  2019

Emily is a
mechanical
engineering grad
training as a
project manager in
New York City to
modernize public
housing.

J immy Ford -  2015

Jimmy is a business
management and
marketing grad
working as a
Customer Resolution
Specialist for Black
Hills Energy in
Fayetteville.

Elizabeth Demoret- 2013

Elizabeth is a psy-
chology grad now
serving as a Clinical
Specialist at
Mindstrong Health
in Little Rock
providing mental
health therapy.
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Phillips Crowned King
SSS participant LaBrian Phillips
was crowed ATU's first
Homecoming King at the 2020
Homecoming Ceremony.
Phillips is a senior hospitality
administration major with an
emphasis in events and
tourism. He joined the SSS
program in February 2018 and
is a regular patron of the SSS
office; we are very proud of
his involvement on campus
and representation of SSS.

We continually encourage our students to
seek and apply for scholarships, and we are
excited that five of our participants were
awarded LULAC scholarships this year: Noelia
Romero-Lopez, Wendy Sierra, Lesly Mendez,
Evalisbeth Garcia Diazbarriga, and Susana
Torres-Lucero.

LULAC Scholarship Recipients

Fa l l  2020 Ach ievements

Of the 140 participants in
our regular SSS program,
48 students are on the
Dean's List, and 16 of those
earned a 4.0 GPA this term.

Dean's List
We assisted 51 students in
completing the FAFSA. 136
students received
education or counseling to
improve financial and
economic literacy.

Financial Literacy
Our federal grant sets the criteria by which we
should meet academic goals. With an established
goal of 70% persistence, 96% of our students were
retained.  100% of our participants remain in good
academic standing. While a 35% graduation rate
would satisfy our grant, our grads are earning their
bachelor's degrees at 74%. Trio works!

Academic Persistence & Success

SSS Alumni: Where Are They Now? We're following up with our alums to see what they've been up to!


