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SSS STUDENTS SWEEP TRIO
SCHOLARSHIPS
Elmer Evangelista and Kaylee Freeman, both Upward Bound 
alumni and current SSS par�cipants, were awarded TRIO 
scholarships at the TRIO Achiever Banquet with Arkansas 
Associa�on of Student Assistance Programs (AASAP). Arkansas 
Tech TRIO students were the sole recipients of the organiza-
�on’s collegiate scholarships this year.  

IN MEMORIUM

In October 2019, we lost a cherished member of our 
TRIO SSS family. Carolina Hernandez joined SSS during 
her first freshman semester following her sisters 
Marrissa and Angela, who are now TRIO alumni. All 
three of these ladies were highly involved in the SSS 
program during their college years, helping us cul�vate 
the warm, family atmosphere we currently enjoy. 
Carolina visited SSS o�en to devote �me to her studies 
as well as share her latest works of art and design with 
SSS staff and fellow par�cipants. She thoroughly 
enjoyed discussing ideas and seeking cri�ques for her 
artwork, which o�en reflected her love of the 
outdoors. She was proud of the accomplishments she’d 
made during her college journey and was excited to 
near comple�on of her bachelor’s degree in Graphic 
Design this December. Her loss is felt deeply, and our 
hearts and thoughts are with the Hernandez family.

TRIO ALUMNA IN 2019 PARAPAN 
AMERICAN GAMES
Kaitlin Bounds, an alumna of our very first TRIO SSS cohort, 
was selected as a member of Team USA for the fall 2019 
Parapan American Games track and field compe��on in Lima, 
Peru. Bounds was diagnosed with au�sm at age 4 and has 
overcome many obstacles in her life, including earning a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in History in 2014. She was an accom-
plished member of the cross country program at Tech and 
con�nues to build her athle�c career as a paralympian. She 
and her family stay in touch with SSS to share her journey.

Carolina Hernandez

WICKED CULTURAL ENRICHMENT 
TRIP OVER HOLIDAY BREAK
SSS will experience the live performance of Broadway’s 
Wicked on January 2, 2020. Though we normally sched-
ule our trips during the semester, this opportunity was 
too rare and exci�ng to pass up. Our typical student was 
raised without family vaca�ons,  trips to museums or 
other culturally enriching experiences, mostly due to low 
income. We have the privilege of sharing these opportu-
ni�es with students to enhance their world view and 
cultural references.
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COOKING UP NEW CONNECTIONS
We receive regular feedback and ideas from par�cipants 
for our programming, and many of our students request 
life-skills educa�on.  In October, SSS par�cipated in a 
team-building and cri�cal thinking workshop that 
involved cooking! We partnered with Kitchen Essen�als 
of Russellville to guide students in crea�ng two meals for 
beginner cooks: Skillet lasagna and Italian sausage with 
peppers. Students worked in teams to delegate responsi-
bili�es, design a mutual plan for the outcome of their 
dishes, and--of course--eat delicious food!  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES, HONORS AND AWARDS
Our par�cipants are breaking through barriers to achieve their goals with determina�on and grit! Many students and 
alums are shining exampls of how TRIO works, but we’ll just name a few.  Michelle Howe was inducted into Psi Chi, the 
Interna�onal Honor Society of Psychology.  Cannon Cobb served as stage manager and ligh�ng designer for “A Taste of 
Buffalo” ATU theatre produc�on. SSS alumna Kara Johnson is an honoree of The 19 of the Last 9 Award as an emerging 
leader with significant professional contribu�ons.  Elmer Evangelista and SSS alumna Cris�na Suaste-Garcia (who just 
received her TEOSL Master’s degree from ATU this December) were 2019 LULAC scholarship recipients.  

CARING FOR COMMUNITY
The River Valley Child Advocacy Center in Russellville 
provides care to child vic�ms of abuse in the local area 
through advocacy, forensic interviews, medical exams, 
and therapy. Each child receives a goody bag upon arrival 
to the Center, so SSS collected and delivered dona�ons 
for the goody bags, including socks, crayons, coloring 
books, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toys, and more. Dona-
�on drives give our students opportuni�es to not only 
contribute, but also expand their understanding of 
current issues and needs in the community.

ESCAPE ROOMS FOR 
EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION
SSS partnered with Hourglass Escape Rooms in 
Russellville for par�cipants to develop team-building, 
leadership, and cri�cal thinking skills through an 
escape room experience. We love providing opportu-
ni�es for students to build rela�onships within the 
SSS community and expand their support network 
while increasing skills used in educa�on, career, and 
life.  We are happy to report that our TRIO par�ci-
pants were able to escape the puzzles!

Of our 140 participants, 54 are on the Fall 2019 Dean’s List 
with 21 of those earning a 4.0 GPA for the term!
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71%of our par�cipants’ financial aid 
in 2018-19 was free money! 
That means  $1,456,427.56 in 
scholarships and grants will not  

need to be repaid, keeping many students out of student 
loan debt. We strive to help students find funds for college 
by working one-on-one with par�cipants to complete the 
FAFSA and apply for scholarships. We no�fy students of any 
scholarship opportuni�es that cross our path, and we teach 
students how to find scholarships on their own. We also help 
students stay alert to their financial aid obliga�ons to 
maintain their funding and stay in school. TRIO works!

$1,456,427.56 IN FREE FINANCIAL AID

Lori Wineland with Marilyn Sanders of RVCAC

Student-made Italian sausage with peppers


