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B. Restatement of problem researched, creative work, or

professional enhancement opportunity.
| was invited to serve as a featured performer and teacher at the Orvieto Musica

Trumpetfest from June 15" to June 24™, held annually in Orvieto Italy. Throughout the nine-day
festival, | presented two lecture-based masterclasses, three performance based masterclasses,
conducted daily rehearsals with trumpet ensembles, and gave multiple lessons to university
students from across the United States and Europe. As a featured performer, | presented two
concerts for the people of Orieto and the festival attendees; one chamber ensemble
performance and a solo recital demonstratng mixed-multmedia and trumpet in live
performance. In addition to my role in the festival, the Arkansas Tech Trumpet Ensemble was
selected to participate as a performing ensemble on four additional concerts throughout the
week. This opportunity was offered to the students as an approved Study Abroad program

through the College of Arts and Humanities.

C. Review of the professional enhancement opportunity,

creative work, or research opportunity.
e Presenting a recital of mixed-multmedia and trumpet to the festival participants

and a culturally diverse audience. Some of the techniques that | will employ will
be the use of an effects pedal, lighting effects, and visual accompaniment.

e Lecturing (in the masterclass format) on both postural alignment and its effect on
sound, and the usage of mixed-multmedia in live performance.

e Leading 3-5 additional performance-based masterclasses with 50-80 festival
participants from across the United States, Europe, and South-East Asia.

e Conducting both the ATU Trumpet Ensemble and the Festival Trumpet Ensemble

in rehearsals and performances throughout the week.



D. Summary of findings, Outcomes, or Experiences Had:
My experience at the Orvieto Musica Trumpetfest was incredibly rewarding. | had the

opportunity to perform a number of times for the locals in a variety of concert settings. While | have
played many concerts in my career, the people of Orvieto are perhaps the most gratifying and
engaging audience for whom | have ever had the pleasure of performing. The audiences grew
each concert, culminating in our performance in the historic Orvieto Duomo, a cathedral built in
the early thirteenth century. This performance marked the first time the festival was granted
permission to perform in the cathedral in its 25-year existence.

From a teaching standpoint, | had opportunities to work with students from across the
United States and Europe in a variety of settings: | led a number of masterclasses, conducted
trumpet ensemble rehearsals, and worked with students on postural alignment. | was teaching
alongside Dr. Amy Gilreath (Professor of Trumpet at llinois State University), Dr. Daniel Zehringer
(Professor of Trumpet at Wright State University), and Dr. Michael Huff (Professor of Trumpet at Troy
University) from whom | learned a great deal about pedagogy during the festival.

The students of the ATU Trumpet Ensemble also attended as participants in the festival. They
had the opportunity to perform for the people of Orvieto four times, and worked in masterclass
and mass-ensemble settings as well. The exposure to the culture, unfamiliar people, and world-

class music making made this trip an unforgettable event in many of their lives.

D. Conclusion & Recommendations
At the conclusion of the trip, a number of points were clear;

1. Exposing the students to the Italian culture will expand their horizons for the rest of their

life.



2. Performing for audiences who appreciate live music of all varieties is an experience
that all musicians should experience. That my students had the opportunity to do so
at such a young age will give them a competitive advantage in their careers.

3. Being in a musically immersive environment for that length of time was beneficial to
everyone involved. | learned a lot about myself as a performer and as a teacher
during this festival, and | look forward to incorporating much of what | learned into my

teaching and performing here at ATU.
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