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B. Restatement of problem researched, creative work, or professional enhancement
opportunity

The struggle for independence (1810-1816) left scars and resentment among Argentine
Creoles who saw in his Hispanic ancestry traces of weakness, and moral decadence. After this
first stage charged with hispano-fobico and anti-colonialist feelings, the second half of the 19th
century arises as more conciliatory.

With the support of Argentine intellectuals who defended their Hispanic heritage, the
highly organized Spanish community in Buenos Aires attempted to recover their past glory,
reminding Argentines that the essence of their civilization, their blood, and their socio-political
principles had its origin in the Mother country.

In 1915, the native of Galicia, driven by the suggestion of America, and based on his
work, it could be argued that clearly moved by the interest to support the cause of Hispanismo in
Argentina, José Costa Figueiras, embarked towards the American coasts. In La sugestion de
América (1919), Las fraguas de la fortuna (1920) y En tierras del Plata. Mosaico de
impresiones (1921), our author gives testimony of another migration, that of the disenchanted
with life, and up to certain point, disappointed of Spain; the emigration of intellectuals, artists
and noblemen who left Spain to establish an integral Hispano-American alliance.

Following the guidelines set out by Jeane DeLaney on national identity, nation, and
(im)migration, I showed that in Costa Figueiras work a discourse of race, identity and
nationalism, not only calls to the Spanish State for more action protecting emigrants both in
Spain and abroad, but also to foster a modern fraternity between the motherland and its former
colonies. Our author goes further, suggesting that in this reconciliation, we can find the key in
the Mission of "the modern Knights of Santiago" (Galician people), driven to a cyclopean

modern crusade in the spiritual Spanish Reconquest of America.

C. Brief review of the professional enhancement opportunity, creative work, or research

procedure
I sent a proposal to organize a panel entitled “Galician Emigration Waves through

Literature” to be held at Congreso Internacional de Literatura Espafiola Contem ordnea
g Y4 p

(CILEC), June 26-27, 2017 at Universidade Fernando Pessoa (Porto, Portugal), but



unfortunately, I did not receive enough proposals to open a session. Nevertless, I read my paper
entitled “Hispanismo e identidad gallega en tres obras de José Costa Figueiras” and I was able to
make some contact with other researchers interested in the topic.

On the previous days to the conference, I conducted research at the Universidade
Fernando Pessoa library and found new material pertinent to my current research on Galician
emigration literature. After attending the conference, [ travelled to Madrid to receive ten
Arkansas Tech University’s students, who studied Spanish language and culture, and Business

Spanish classes at Universidad de Salamanca for four weeks.

D. Summary of findings, outcomes, or experiences had

This particularly conference requires that everybody that presents should attend the
sessions for the day, consequently [ had a big audience very curious about the presented topic,
and not only from the other panelists, who share my research interests. In spite of the fact that
most of them were experts in Galician studies, they were unaware of the works and the author in

my study, and they commented on the novelty of my approach towards emigration literature,

E. Conclusions and recommendations

As it is customary for CILEC, the lectures are being formatted to be published in a book-
length collection of essays based on the presentations. I submitted an expanded version of my
conference paper by the due date. Furthermore, I was able to locate an item in the Universidade
Fernando Pessoa library that I had been trying to get, and it was unavailable in the United States.
Without the funds provided through this development grant, T would not have had the
opportunity to participate in this international conference or potentially contribute to the related
essay collection and expand my research. [ am very grateful for the Professional Development

Grant to allow me the opportunity to continue my research in Spanish emigration literature.

Copies to:

Dr. Carl Brucker, Department Head, English & World Languages
Dr. Jeffrey Woods, Dean, Arts and Humanities

Dr. Mohamed Abdelrahman, Vice President, Academic Affairs
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XVl CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL DE LITERATURA ESPANOLA CONTEMPORANEA

"ESPACIOS DE LIBERTAD: NUEVOS MODOS, MEDIOS Y MOTIVOS
DE CREACION LITERARIA Y COMUNICACION SOCIAL".

CERTIFICADO DE PARTICIPACION

ha presentado la comunicacién

en el XVIII Congreso Internacional de Literatura Espafiola Contemporanea, que tuvo lugar en la Universidad
de La Corufia (Espafia), el 11-12 de mayo de 2017, en la Universidad Nacional y Kapodistriaca de Atenas
(Grecia), el 26 de Mayo de 2017, y en la Universidade Fernando Pessoa (Portugal), el 26 de junio de 2017. Y
para que asi conste, firmo la presente en 26 de junio de 2017.
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