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B. Restatement of Problem Researched
This Professional Development Grant allowed Dr. Warnick to attend the National
Association of School Psychologists 2009 Annual Convention in Boston, MA. At this
conference, Dr. Warnick presented two posters he co-authored. One poster was co-
authored with two ATU students. Additionally, he used the opportunity to solicit book
chapters for a two volume book series that he is editing for Nova Science Publishers (N,
USA) on the topic of the scientific basis of educational policy and practice.

* Abstract for Presentation Entitled “Addressing Tourette’s Syndrome with efficacy
in a rural setting”:
Tourette’s syndrome is a low-incident disorder that can be very disruptive and stressful in
children in a school setting. Particularly in a rural setting, resources and education about
this disorder can be difficult to access. The current study illuminates various approaches
and resources that are efficacious and available even in rural settings. Additional
discussion is provided regarding issues such as manifestation determination, least
restrictive environment, and confidentiality in cases of very public and vocal disorders.

* Abstract for Presentation Entitled “Current educational practice: The good, the
bad and the pseudoscience”:
The primary education system has made great strides to incorporate empirically-
supported interventions and pedagogy into its standard practice. This presentation will
examine the extent that three inadequate methods are employed in the United States
education system. The educational practices investigated were corporal punishment,
grade retention, and adaptations for differing learning styles. To examine the the extent of
adoption of corporal punishment and grade retention, we examined 60 school student
handbooks from across the United States. The investigation revealed nearly all of the
sampled schools employed corporal punishment and grade retention as a standard policy.
Further investigations also revealed the extent to which learning styles have become an
accepted educational practice. Empirically-supported alternatives to each of these
practices will be discussed.

C.and D. Brief Review of the Research Procedures and Summary:
While Dr. Warnick’s primary fields of research have been in behavioral neuroscience

(animal modeling; e.g., Warnick & Kalueff, in press; Sufka et al., 2009; Warnick et al.,
2009; Sufka et al., 2006; Warnick et al., 2006) and sports psychology (boxing; e.g.,
Warnick & Martin, in press; Warnick & Warnick, 2009; Warnick & Warnick, 2007), he
has attempted to broaden his focus to clinical related areas to provide research
opportunities for ATU students. In order to accomplish this task, Dr. Warnick has
collaborated with his wife, Kyla Warnick, Ed.S., a licensed school psychology specialist,
to study topics in school psychology. This has been a very beneficial partnership as they
have presented four posters with four ATU undergraduate and graduate students at the
National Association of School Psychologists 2008 Annual Convention in New Orleans,
LA and the National Association of School Psychologists 2009 Annual Convention in
Boston, MA (copies of the posters attached). Also, at the National Association of School
Psychologists 2009 Annual Convention Dr. Warnick attempted to solicit conference




attendees to contribute book chapters to a book series he is editing for Nova Science
Publishers (NY, USA). It is hoped that the professional relationships Dr. Warnick made
with these school psychologists will help provide better prospects for ATU students to
gain professional training after they graduate.

E. Conclusions and Recommendations
Attaining this Professional Development Grant allowed Dr. Warnick to travel to the
National Association of School Psychologists 2009 Annual Convention in Boston, MA to
present two research posters. One of the posters had two ATU students (an
undergraduate and a graduate student) as co-authors. He also used the conference as an
opportunity to solicit other researchers to contribute book chapters to a two volume book
series he is editing for Nova Science Publishers on the topic of the scientific basis of
education policy. Attending this conference allowed Dr. Warnick to establish more
contacts with researchers in school psychology. It is hoped that these connections will
eventually provide ATU students access to further training opportunities.
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