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Restatement of the problem researched

I was invited by the Oxford Round Table on Bilingual Education, at Oxford University,
UK, in March 2007, to present a paper on innovative practices in educating second
language speakers in Arkansas. My paper dealt with the ESL Academies, a partnership
between Arkansas Tech University, the Arkansas Department of Education, and the
public schools, how to train teachers in Arkansas’ public schools to teach students with
limited or no English proficiency in their classrooms effectively. There are several
challenges inherent in this teacher training: 1. To date, no Arkansas university has
required that prospective teachers are trained in teaching speakers of other languages;

2. Teachers in public schools are required by law to teach all students, even those who do
not speak English; 3. Teachers in public schools are required by law to teach content or
discipline and English to speakers of other languages; 4. Arkansas is an “English Only”
state and does not allow bilingual education; 5. Second language acquisition theories
show that the more proficient a speaker is in his or her native language the easier it will
be for him or her to acquire a second language; and, 6. Second language acquisition is a
long-term process. It takes one to three years for speakers to acquire social language;
acquiring academic language takes seven to ten years. It is easy to see that public school
teachers face formidable challenges. The paper, which I presented on March 20, 2007,
entitled, Innovative Policies and Instruction: ESL Academies in Arkansas, addressed
these and other issues.

Brief review of professional enhancement opportunity

The Oxford Round Table on Bilingual Education was an intensive five day, international
conference, March 18-March 23, 2007. Speakers from all over the world presented their
papers on issues related to second language speakers and second language acquisition. It
was interesting to learn, first of all, that working with second language speakers is a
world-wide challenge, not just an American problem. War, genocide, famine, natural
disasters, and poverty are some of the reasons for massive population movements. It was
instructive to learn about practices in other countries, for example Denmark and Finland,
who are accommodating Iraqi refugees and providing them with bilingual, i.e. home
language and Danish or Finnish, education. Other school communities, for example in
South Africa, face conflicts with indigenous populations who speak primarily Swahili,
but the language of instruction in public schools is English or Afrikaans. In Australia,
for example, many indigenous languages face extinction in the immediate future, because
the language of instruction in the public schools is English and the speakers of tribal
languages either die or leave the reservations. Questions of public policy, the value and
dignity of human beings, including their languages and cultures, and implications of
policy decisions, were discussed at this conference.

Summary of findings, outcomes, or experiences

Participation in The Oxford Round Table on Bilingual Education was an extremely
valuable experience. First, I was able to showcase innovative programs developed and
offered by Arkansas Tech University, and that was an honor. Second, the five-day
conference provided me with many opportunities to examine programs and policies




dealing with second language acquisition in the United States as well as in other nations,
giving me a much broader perspective on factors related to second language education
and public policy. Third, I had the opportunity to meet and network with professional
colleagues, many of whom are second language experts and also work in teacher
education and deal with similar challenges facing the teachers in Arkansas. Being able to
draw on such resources is invaluable.

Conclusions and recommendations

Participation in The Oxford Round Table on Bilingual Education has been a significant
professional experience. It has broadened my professional expertise by providing me
with a global perspective on second language acquisition. It is a perspective I have
shared and will continue to share in educating teachers in the ESL Academies and with
my colleagues around the state and in the Arkansas Department of Education.

Thank you for supporting me in this professional opportunity.

Dr. Ursula Chandlm,




