Human Subjects Review Process

Statement of Principles
Arkansas Tech University (Tech) is committed to promoting excellence in scholarship, teaching, and service while upholding the highest ethical standards. In the area of scholarship and research, Tech intends to protect the well-being of individuals involved in such activity. The University will comply with the regulations set forth by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (45 CFR 46, as amended).
Procedures
The following steps are suggested to conduct research using human subjects:
1.
Principal investigator will submit the application form along with other pertinent information to the department head.
2.
Department head reviews application and either forwards the documents to Academic Affairs or returns it to the principal investigator for revision. It is the department head's responsibility to monitor research design quality.
3.
Academic Affairs reviews the application and either approves the application or returns it to the department head for revision.   Applications may be received electronically by sending an email to jfleming@atu.edu. 
4.
Applications which are rejected may be resubmitted one more time (after revisions) to Academic Affairs. 
All research involving the use of human subjects must be submitted to Academic Affairs for approval at least four (4) weeks prior to the research start date.
Researchers may also request that their proposal be considered for an expedited review. Proposals that pose minimal harm to the participants (such as general surveys) will fall into this category.  In such cases, the chair of the HSC is authorized to approve or send on the proposal for review by the full committee.
