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F RE l | EN | L 1 'WKU BIG RED MARCHING BAND
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How do I become a member?

To become a member of the Western Kentucky University Big Red Marching Band all

you have to do is enroll in MUS 347 (CRN 07193) as if it were a normal academic class.
When does the band rehearse?

The marching band rehearses on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 3:00-5:15 in the
fall semester.

Are there extra rehearsals?

The Marching Band has a preseason camp that takes place the week before school starts.
The Marching Band also has dress rehearsals in the stadium on the days there are home
games. Percussion and Color Guard can also expect to have one sectional per week. No
other extra rehearsals are scheduled.

Wil T have enough time to be in the band?
Many students who join the Western Band find that they spent more time in rehearsals in
their high school band than they do in college. If you could manage your schedule in high
sehool and still participate in band you will have no problem fitting band into your
schedule at college.

What is the cost?
There i no fee to be in any WKU Band including the Big Red Marching Band. Students
must purchase a few items such as shoes, gloves, cte. These are usually one time
purchases and total less than $30.00. We do not do any fundraising.

Are scholarships available?
Every student who participates in the Big Red Marching Band is eligible to receive a
stipend of $600 at the end of the fall semester.

Do I need to audition to become a member?
No. Participation is open to any student who has had previous marching experience. The
only auditions students will be required to play are for chair and part placement only.

Do I have to be a music major to be in the band?
No. Students from all different academic backgrounds are welcome in the band. In fact,
over 60% of the members of the Big Red Marching Band major in a discipline other than
music.

Does the band travel?
The band will travel to at least one out of town game and may travel to area schools to
‘perform as an exhibition band at marching competitions.

Are there school owned instruments I can use?
Marching brass and percussion are provided as well as some concert woodwind
instruments. The university has a limited inventory of instruments available for students
to check out. If you have a particular instrument need contact Dr. Bright.

WKU BIG RED MARCHING BAND
HOW TO JOIN THE MARCHING BAND

1. Apply for admission to Western Kentucky University

wku, P_DispL level=UG&qtype=UG

2. Afiter you have been accepted, sign-up for an Academic Transitions Program (ATP)
date.

http://www.wku.edu/atp/

3. When you attend campus for your ATP session you should sign-up for marching band:
MUS 347 (CRN 07193)

*** You must let your advisor know that you are interested in enrolling in marching band or
vou will not be signed up for the class. It is very important that you are enrolled in marching
band on TopNet so you can receive mail and email
with ir ion about the upcoming season***

4. Once you are enrolled in the class you will receive periodic communication about the
upcoming season. I you are enrolled before the middle of May you should receive a letter via
email with band camp and fall performance dates. Everyone cnrolled by the end of June
should receive a letter via US mail with that same information as well as show music for our
first show, which we will also use for chair placement auditions.

5. Attend band camp. Band camp typically begins a week before classes start with guard
and percussion reporting on a Friday and the rest of the band reporting on Saturday. Students
‘who wish to participate in M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan and marching band will be able to do both.
Attendance at band camp will ensure you have a spot in the pre-game and halftime shows.
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