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The specific locations chosen for permanent United Nations Headquarters in Europe each 

command an international presence. My thesis is that Vienna, Geneva, and the Hague were 

chosen as permanent locations for UN headquarters intentionally due to the international respect 

and history that they command. Furthermore, the specific locations within those cities that the 

UN operates out of also has a significance and were built to support international organizations. 

The existing historiography that covers the significance of the location of the UN headquarters 

deals exclusively with the main headquarters in New York. My work will cover historians’ gap 

in literature surrounding Geneva, Vienna, and the Hague.  

Geneva and Vienna both have a form of neutrality that influenced the decision to house 

headquarters. Along with the Hague, they also both hold a longer international significance. 

Geneva was the seat of the League of Nations and is famous for its Swiss neutrality. Vienna 

straddles the East-West divide of Europe which helped Eastern European countries accept it as a 

permanent headquarters. The specific areas of the city that both the UN Office at Geneva and the 

UN Office at Vienna operate out of were built specifically for the UN or its predecessor the 

League of Nations. Similarly, the land the Hague sits on was built specifically for the 

International Court of Justice and then used by its successor the International Criminal Court. 

My work relies on official documents from the United Nations and the League of Nations 

to establish why the United Nations chose Geneva to house its first office after the establishment 

of the permanent headquarters. Additionally, it will use United Nations documents to describe 

the relationship with the International Court of Justice to the League of Nations and the United 

Nations. It will focus on the significance of The Hague as the seat of the ICJ and how the United 

Nations negotiated with the Carnegie Foundation for continued use of the Hague for the 

International Criminal Court. Official UN Documents will also help establish the reason behind 

Vienna becoming a permanent UN headquarters.  


