

This strategy works as a great post-assessment activity for assessing students’ understandings of a concept and can also be used for helping students extend their vocabulary development.

	Purpose
	Directions
	Benefits to CLD Students

	During the Lesson
	· Identify 7-10 key vocabulary words.

· Conduct the lesson or the reading activity with a focus on the vocabulary words.

· Make sure to tap into students’ permanent folders as you deliver the vocabulary instruction by having students talk to a peer, draw visuals, and/or discuss/write about the meaning of the words in their native languages.
	Supports students’ 
grade-level comprehension/ achievement through targeted vocabulary development.

	After the Lesson 

	· Provide students with a Pic-Tac-Tell grid that has 
9 pre-written vocabulary words from the lesson. 

· Have students create sentences by using vocabulary words from the Pic-Tac-Tell grid.

· Make sure to explain to students that they are to create sentences in a Pic-Tac-Toe format by choosing 3 words in a series (diagonally, vertically, or horizontally).

· Observe students’ work to make sure the completed sentences make sense and demonstrate student learnings.

· Initially, allow students to work in pairs or groups.

· As students become proficient at the task, have them create sentences individually so you can assess their understandings of the words/content. 

· Once the students have created the sentences, ask them to explain their sentences to their peers and then finally to the whole group. 

Extensions:

· As students become proficient with this strategy, you can leave some squares on the grid blank and have students select words themselves.

· As you provide students with the vocabulary words, you can have them substitute antonyms or synonyms for words to demonstrate higher-level understandings. 
	CLD students’ thinking and learning is stretched to the next level through peer interaction/ assessment.

This activity allows students to look at vocabulary words in a connected format. This format is great for students developing L2 language skills.


(Used with the permission of Herrera, Kavimandan, Perez, & Wessels)
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