
Consequence Wheel

 (Ripple Effect Chart)

This strategy provides an effective way to assess students’ comprehension and thought processes on a topic. 

	Purpose
	Directions
	Benefits to 
CLD Students

	Before the Lesson

	· Have students write the idea/topic in the center.

· To pre-assess students’ understandings of and connections to the topic, have students expand on the idea/topic on the first (inner) ring.
	Allows students to focus on their prior knowledge in a meaningful way. 

	During the Lesson
	· Have students continue to expand on the topic by filling out the second ring (if students are learning multiple layers of information, you may ask them to expand to the third ring as well).

· One way to do this is to pair students together and have them discuss the extensions related to the sub-topics on the wheel. 
This process takes students to a higher level of thinking and comprehension.
	Provides CLD students with opportunities to discover meaning on their own and make corrections to the new concepts. 

	After the Lesson

	· Allow students some time at the end of the lesson to expand upon the topics included on the wheel. 
· Ask students to write a summary of the points identified on the wheel.
· You can create a rubric to assess your students’ understandings of the concepts. 
	Provides CLD students with a guided-note-taking sheet that summarizes key learnings gained throughout the lesson.


(Used with permission of Herrera, Kavimandan, Perez, & Wessels)
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