Formative Assessments:
· Consist of a series of tools and strategies that teachers can use to determine how and what their students are learning, in order that instruction can be appropriately modified while it is still in progress.

· Serve as a means for teachers to monitor and document students’ progress, or lack thereof, throughout a lesson. 

· Are standards-based, but unlike summative assessments, which measure learning at the end of a lesson, formative assessments are used throughout a lesson to ensure that learning is happening. 

· Are used during instruction, while summative assessment is used after instruction.

Authentic Assessments:

· Are developed directly from classroom instruction, group work, and other classroom activities.
· Involve tasks that are relevant to the students and their role in their community.
· Genuinely and consistently assess students’ classroom performance.
· Include measurements and evaluations that are relevant to both the teacher and the student.
Developing an Authentic Formative Assessment Rubric
Creating a rubric for authentic assessment is not difficult.  It requires understanding of your own expectations for your lesson or activity, as well as your expectations for students’ performance, as well as the dimensions of each level of performance. These dimensions need to assess concrete elements of performance, and should address: a) student placement, b) authentic progress, c) accountability of student performance, and d) school effectiveness. The rubric below is just an example, and should be added to and modified to meet the unique needs of each teacher’s classroom.
1. How many levels are in the rubric?

	Level 1

	Level 2

	Level 3

	Level 4


2. What are the dimensions of student performance that make up each level? 

	Level 1
· Observes class activities with little participation

· Appears to understand little or no instructions given in class

· Very little attempt to perform necessary actions and movements

	Level 2

· Continues to mostly observe the class
· Follows simple classroom instructions
· Begins to perform movements to follow along with class

	Level 3

· Is willing to actively participate in class activities
· Follows simple classroom instructions
· Joins in movements and interacts with other members of the class as necessary

	Level 4

· Fully participates in class activities
· Follows most classroom instructions without any difficulty
· Functions effectively as a member of a learning group


It is important to document and share these incremental gains with students, as it can help lower the affective filter, as well as enhance motivation for new learning.
