TEACHING UNFAMILIAR WORDS
1. ELLs need to do more than just see the form of a word.  They also need to hear the pronunciation and practice saying the word aloud as well.  The syllable structure and stress patterns of the word are important, because these are two ways in which words are stored in memory.

2. ELLs should start by learning semantically unrelated words and also avoid learning words with similar forms and closely related meanings at the same time.  For example, because affect and effect have similar forms, simultaneously studying them is likely to cause confusion.

3. It is more effective to study words regularly over several short sessions than to study them for one or two longer sessions.  As most forgetting occurs immediately after initial exposure to the word, repetition and review should take place almost immediately after studying a word for the first time.

4. ELLs should study five to seven words at a time, dividing larger numbers of words into smaller groups.

