IMPORTANCE OF ORAL/AURAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
As the previous charts indicate, for English language learners (ELLs), oral/aural language development is critical to learning to read.  The National Research Council (NRC) report, Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children (Snow, Burns, and Griffin, 1998), found that, 
· for ELLs, learning to speak English should be a priority before being taught to read in English.
· ELLs need to develop solid aural/oral skills before they begin formal reading instruction.

· Hurrying young non-English speakers into reading without developing a solid aural/oral base first is counterproductive.

· Oral/aural language development provides necessary phonological awareness needed before formal reading instruction begins.

· While the ELL’s oral/aural language is developing, the child needs to be read to in abundance and in a variety of genres.

The development of oral/aural language skills allows ELLs the opportunity to develop phonemic awareness skills needed to do and comprehend phonics activities.

