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Constant State of Advising
by Marika Lederman, Director
Academic Advising Center

When I was a student, I thought advising and
registration meant the same thing – the
words were interchangeable. It was not
until I became an academic advisor that I
understood the difference and meaning
behind each word. Working in higher
education as an administrator, faculty, or
staff member means we are all in a constant
state of advising.
Advising is not limited to designated
registration periods. We advise during our
encounters with students in line at the
cafeteria or in an email response to a
student needing help navigating Blackboard
or Degree Works. Our goal is to help
students as much as we can and provide
them with the resources they need to earn
their degree.
In 2019, the Academic Advising Center
(AAC) was given the task of creating a group
advising model for the incoming freshmen
cohort. The AAC registered more than
1,200 freshmen through the group model
known as TECHAdvise.

With the new model in place for incoming
freshmen, you might hear or have heard current
students talk a little differently about their
registration experience in the AAC. We pride
ourselves on introducing students to resources
required to navigate registration such as
College Scheduler, Degree Works, and the
course catalog.
The more students understand, the more likely
they are to take ownership in their academic
goals. The AAC intends to be more deliberate
with students to take ownership of their
schedules and curriculum by requiring students
to use these resources more. We hope this will
better prepare students for their transition from
the AAC advisor to their faculty advisor.
The AAC continues to advise students through
the Academic Early Warning (AEW) program,
mid-term counseling, scholarship renewal
requirements, and other student success
initiatives.
If you have any questions or want to know more
about the AAC or TECHAdvise, please feel free
to contact me at mlederman@atu.edu. The
2020 TECHAdvise dates will be available soon.
Additionally, if you know an incoming freshman
who has questions about the registration or
advising process, please have them contact the
AAC at (479) 964-0843.

New Faculty Highlights
Anthropology

Dr. Angelina Perrotti
Title: Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Hometown/State: Washington State
Degrees Held and Institutions Awarded:
Texas A&M University, Doctorate of Anthropology
Washington State University, Bachelor of Anthropology

Career Highlight(s): She is interested in how the earliest human populations in the Americas were
influenced by and adapted to their environments. To this end, she uses innovative methods such
as fungal spores that grow on herbivore dung to track extinction of Ice Age mammals such as
mammoths and mastodons.
Why did you choose ATU: The opportunity for outdoor recreation in this region is just one reason
I am so excited to be a part of the Tech community!
Hobbies/Areas of Special Interest: Dr. Perrotti loves outdoor activities such as hiking, rock
climbing, fishing, and canoeing.

Dr. Lynnette M. Gilbert
Title: Assistant Professor of Art Education
Hometown/State: Ridgeland, MS

Art

Degrees Held and Institutions Awarded:
University of Houston, Doctorate of Curriculum and Instruction/Art Education
University of Alabama at Birmingham, Masters in Art Education
Tougaloo College, Bachelor of Art in Visual Arts
Career Highlight(s): Presenting in Chicago and New York for the National Art Education
Association Annual Conference
Why did you choose ATU: I was inspired by the Art Department and their goals for the students as
well as the department as a whole. Collaborative learning and enriching students lives to achieve
the very best!
Hobbies/Areas of Special Interest: I am a painter by trade, and I really enjoy adding interesting
textures to my work. I honestly enjoy creating and exploring different forms of art. I am always
learning something new and how I can apply it to my teaching and personal works.
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New Faculty Highlights
Health & Physical Education
Brock Hime
Title: Head Cross Country Coach
Hometown/State: Fairfax, Oklahoma
Degrees Held and Institutions Awarded:
Southwestern Oklahoma State, Master of Education-Sport Management
Bachelor of Science (University of Arkansas - Little Rock)
Why did you choose ATU: It was a great option for both my wife and myself. We feel that
Arkansas Tech is a great university and somewhere that we can be successful.
Hobbies/Areas of Special Interest: Adrenaline junky

Dr. Brett Stone
Title: Visiting Professor of Health and Physical Education
Hometown/State: Lyons, Kansas
Degrees Held and Institutions Awarded:
Walden University, Doctorate of Public Health
Walden University, Master of Public Health
University of Arkansas, Master of Education in Adult Education
Lyon College, Bachelor of Art in Physical Education
Career Highlight(s): Like all faculty, I really enjoy seeing that moment when students fully
understand, and even better, see them set out to improve current health status — particularly, in
vulnerable populations who may be unaware of potential health threats that influence their
success or sustainability.
Why did you choose ATU: I chose Arkansas Tech for a number of reasons, but, namely, because
I have worked closely with several faculty from ATU over the last 6-7 years and valued our time
together. I appreciated their leadership. When I considered those experiences along with
those of my two children who as students at ATU have had the preparation and mentorship that
every parent hopes for —it was clear to me that I wanted to be a part of such a wonderful group
of people.
Hobbies/Areas of Special Interest: I enjoy building furniture and engaging in civic activities
such as city planning commission and city alderman.
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New Faculty Highlights
Emergency Management & Homeland Security
Chris Sheach
Title: Visiting Instructor of Emergency Management
Hometown/State: Guelph, Canada
Degrees Held and Institutions Awarded:
Royal Roads University (Canada), Master of Arts in Disaster & Emergency Management
Houghton College, Bachelor of Arts in Intercultural Studies
Career Highlight(s): I served 15 years in Disaster Relief and Recovery, including
tsunamis, earthquakes, civil war, and famine.
Why did you choose ATU: The Emergency Management department here is highly
rated, and filled with fantastic people.
Hobbies/Areas of Special Interest: I love every aspect of soccer: playing, coaching,
watching, reffing. Professionally, I am passionate about engaging civilians in disaster
planning.
Anything interesting about you that you would like to share about ATU
community: I may be obsessed about coffee, my wife, and I definitely spoil our pets too
much.
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History & Political Science
The History and Political Science (HPS)
Department once again sponsored the
annual Constitution Day events. The
Constitution was read aloud at the tailgate
activities during Family Day on September
14. In addition, Arkansas Tech Students
and members of the HPS faculty visited
local elementary schools and Russellville
Junior High School on September 17 to
discuss the constitution.
At the elementary schools, there was a
presentation on why there was a need for
the US Constitution and what it does for
the United States. Volunteers used
coloring books, songs, poems, and games
as teaching aids for the younger students.
At the junior high level, the presentation
was a more in-depth discussion of the
meaning of the Constitution, Bill of Rights,
and other Amendments.
These events would not have been
possible without the help of faculty
members, Dr. Michael Rogers and Dr. Jeff
Pearson, HPS’s student worker Michael
Jones, and of course, all of the other
faculty and student volunteers.
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Announcements
ArkSEA Annual Meeting
Thursday and Friday, October 24-25, 8:00am-5:00pm, Young Ballroom
Three faculty members from the College of Business will give presentations on current
legal and ethical issues relevant to the tax profession. Presenting faculty members
include Tracy Cole, Interim Associate Dean and Professor of Legal Studies; Tracy
Johnston, Instructor of Accounting; and Christina Stolarz, Visiting Instructor of Legal
Studies.

CETL Event
Thursday, October 17, 3:00-4:00 pm, RPL 300A
Online Professional Development Series - "Best Practices" presented by Dr. Doug
Barron, 2019 Online Innovation Award Recipient.

Emeritus Recommendations Deadline
Recommendations and all support documents are to be delivered to the Vice President
for Academic Affairs no later than October 15 of the academic year in which the
emeritus status is being sought.

Research Grant & Professional Development
Grant Application Deadline
Student Interdisciplinary Research Grant, Faculty Research Grant, and Professional
Development Grant applications are due to Sara Bailey in the Sponsored Programs and
University Initiatives (SPUI) office no later than October 1. SPUI is located in the
Administration Building, Room 207.

CETL Seminar Series
Monday, October 21, 3:00-4:00 pm, RCB 436
"Arkansas Governor's School" presented by Dr. Robin Lasey, Dr. David Blanks, Dr.
Jacob Grosskopf, and Dr. Mary Sharpe.
Tuesday, October 22, 3:00-4:00 pm, Location TBA
Center for Undergraduate Research - "Research Ethics and the Institutional Review
Board" presented by Dr. Sarah Gordon.
Thursday, October 24, 3:00-4:00 pm, RPL 300A
Online Professional Development Series - "Best Practices" presented by Dr. Aaron
McArthur, 2018 Online Innovation Award Recipient.
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19 of the Last 9 Award Winners
The 19 of the Last 9 Award recognizes 19 outstanding alumni who have graduated in the
last 9 years. The award was named in honor of Arkansas Tech University's founding
year, 1909. The ATU Alumni Association states that the criteria for these recipients
include:
Alumnus of the university and graduated with in the last 9 years of the award year
An emerging leader through profession and/or community achievements
Attained increasingly responsible positions within their organization, business or field
of work
Received recognition for significant professional contributions, discoveries or
creative work through honors, awards and/or media attention
Served as an outstanding young role model for current and future ATU students

Congratulations to the first 19 of the Last 9!
Jason Ahrns of Fairbanks, Alaska
Cristina Blanco of Miami, Florida
Chris Brown of Alma
Skot Covert of Maumelle
Clayton Frazier of Russellville
Evan Gray of Bentonville
William Hafner of Casscoe
Lindsey Triplett Holtzclaw of Huntsville
Karissa Hubbard of Cypress, Texas
Kara Johnson of Russellville
Marcus Kitchens of St. Charles, Missouri
Leah Long of Oklahoma City
Amy Manley of Fort Smith
Nick Mann of Danville
Lauren Marshall of Little Rock
Andrew Mason of Russellville
Miriam Ramirez of Hot Springs
Rosie Silva of Russellville
Vandella Suico of College Station, Texas
For more information on the "19 of the last 9 Award" go to https://www.arkansastechnews.com/atuannounces-19-of-the-last-9-award-recipients/
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