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A Message From the
  Academic Affairs Vice President

Colleagues,
 
The work highlighted in this month's newsletter is an impressive representation of 
teaching, scholarship, and service. Your commitment to strengthening the vibrancy of 
our academic community has established Tech as a leader among our peers. Thank 
you for this service and excellence! 
 
It is hard to believe March has arrived and Spring Break is two short weeks away. 
Our pace indeed moves by too quickly, but I encourage you to take a moment to 
observe and appreciate the work of our students and colleagues. Each day and 
evening, we have multiple opportunities to take in a play, recital, speaker, or athletic 
event. Each will remind us that we work at a truly special place. I wish everyone a 
good break and look forward to our continued work together.
 
Sincerely,
Phil
Interim VPAA
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College of Arts & 
Humanities

Jessica Mongeon
Small Works on Paper from 
Jan 12, 2019 - Nov 22, 2019.
 
Traveling exhibition, can be seen in various cities 
in Arkansas. Exhibiting a painting in an annual juried 
exhibition, put on by the Arkansas Arts Council. Works in 
the show can be no larger than 18-by-24 inches, and 
artists must be members of the Arts Council's Arkansas 
Artist Registry.

Art

Goal 2 - Academic Coherence

Goal 4 - Citizens of the Region State and World

Jessica Mongeon
Second Responders Art Therapy workshop, in partnership with St. Mary’s Hospital, is 
being held in Norman 208 from 7-8 p.m. on Tuesday evenings starting February 5th, 
12th, 19th, and 26th. There will be four sessions, and 10 or less people will 
participate, they will be Dr.'s from the hospital. The participants will be learning 
watercolor painting and drawing.

Visiting artist Ben Diller was so happy with his experience 
with our department, faculty, and staff.  He generously 
donated a work of art which will be displayed in the main Art 
office.

We are excited to announce a new partnership with Consolidated Printing in Van 
Buren, AR.  Students will tour their ticket printing facility and print their own materials 
for their professional portfolios. The company will also recruit for an internship in their 
facility on a reoccurring yearly basis.



College of Arts & 
Humanities

English & World Languages

Goal 2 - Academic Coherence

Donna White published “Nonsense Elements in Jane 
Austen’s Juvenilia.” Persuasions On-line, vol. 39, no. 1, 
Winter 2018.

Goal 4 - Citizens of the Region State and World

History & Political Sciences

Ernie Enchelmayer was sworn in for second term as 
Justice of the Peace in Pope County on January 1st and 
subsequently named chair of the budget committee for 
Pope County with direct oversight of a $25 million 
budget. He is an important advocate for Tech in county 
government.

Goal 2 - Academic Coherence

Cultural & Geospatial Studies student, Lily Musengwa, 
was just notified of her acceptance to one of the 
National Science Foundation's summer research 
experiences for undergrads.  In Geography/GIS, these 
NSF student slots often go to students from big 
academic programs at really big schools.  So very good 
for her, but also good for HPS and ATU!

"We are not makers of history.  We are made by history."

-Martin Luther King, Jr.

"English is a funny language.  A fat chance and a slim 

chance are the same thing."  -Jack Herbert



Goal 1: Human Core

College of Arts 
& Humanities

 Behavioral Sciences

Chapman, Nathaniel G. (Jan 2019). “Craft Beer 
in the US: A Production of Culture Perspective.” 
Lecture for the Graduate School of Economics. 
Kyoto University. Kyoto, Japan.
            
Chapman, Nathaniel G. and Megan Nanney. 
(Jan 2019). “(Re)Defining Gender and Craft 
Beer.” American Sociological Association 
Spotlight Feature: 
 https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSociologic
alAssociation/videos/147924410538976

Roosevelt, R.W. (Jan 2019) Aspirational Quality in New 
Members Predicts Membership Retention and Risky 
Behavior at Two Years. Key Note at Lambda Chi Alpha 
Fraternity Nevil Advisors College

Goal 4 - Citizens of the Region State and World

Dr. Jason Ulsperger, Professor of Sociology, was appointed 
a member of the Pope County Juvenile Advisory Council.  
This council is a collaborative effort involving Judge Ken 
Coker and key stakeholders in Pope County. They work 
with the Fifth Judicial District to identify specific needs for 
at-risk youth and their families, in addition to developing 
long-term solutions to help reduce juvenile crime.

"Behavior is the mirror in which everyone shows their image." 

                                          - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe



College of Education

Goal 1 - Human Core

Thirteen College of Education faculty 
participated in the Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) Mini-
Institute sponsored by Arkansas 
Department of Education and 
ArACTE. The Institute was held at 
UALR and provided insight on what 
is PLC and how can this information 
and environment improve student 
learning. Providing this knowledge to 
future teachers is important to their 
preparation to be a teacher. Nearly 
200 faculty across the state 
participated in this meeting.

From left to right: Dr. Rockie Pederson, Dr. David 
Bell, Pete Kelly, and Dr. John O’Connor

From left to right: Dr. David Smith, Kathleen 
Myers, Dr. V Carole Smith, Dr. Ellen Treadway

From left to right: Dr. Shellie Hanna, 
Laura Flake, Dr. Debra Murphy, Dr. 
Latasha Holt 

"Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 

belongs to those who prepare for it today." 

- Malcolm X



College of Engineering 
& Applied Sciences

Electrical Engineering

Goal 4 - Citizens of the Region State and World

Dr. Kaiman Zeng, Assistant 
Professor of Electrical 
Engineering, presented "Point Cloud 
Based Object Detection for Self-
driving Cars" at the Arkansas AI-
Campus conference in Little Rock, 
AR, Feb. 15, 2019. The Arkansas AI-
Campus is a statewide training 
program to build Arkansas AI strength 
and bring AI close to everyone. 
She was recognized for her 
Distinguished Performance during the 
2018-2019 program, and was 
selected to join the coach team in the 
2019-2020.

“Pessimists, we’re told, look at a glass 

containing 50% air and 50% water and see it 

as half empty.  Optimists, in contrast, see it 

as half full.  Engineers, of course, understand 

the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.”

— Bob Lewis



For the past several years, TRIO Day in Arkansas has averaged 
around 150 registrants to participate in the national celebration of TRIO 
programs. This year, ATU TRIO programs hosted the event and 
attracted almost 400 TRIO participants from across the state. 
President Bowen welcomed guests and Senator Breanne Davis shared 
her personal story of overcoming adversity. Dr. Jason Warnick, 
Assistant Vice President of Student Success, delivered the keynote 
address, leaving the crowd inspired to make a difference for others. 
SSS alums Dom Rael and Camille Jordan shared their SSS 
experiences, showing how TRIO really works!

Student Support Services 



March 12
The Arkansas Tech Small Business and Technology Development 
Center presents “Starting a Business in Arkansas” from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on March 12 at Arkansas Tech University in Russellville. 
This basic seminar discusses essential startup steps, legal 
business structures, regulations, licensing, key issues that affect 
your business success, and common pitfalls entrepreneurs face. 
This event is taught by a business consultant and an attorney. A 
must for first-time small business owners! Cost to attend is $30. 
ATU staff, faculty, students, and US veterans may attend at no 
charge. Registration required no later than March 11 at 479-356-
2067 or asbtdc.org/russellville-events.
 
March 21
The Arkansas Tech Small Business and Technology Development 
Center presents “QuickBooks Online Basics & Beyond” from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on March 21 at Arkansas Tech University in 
Russellville. This interactive workshop is for those using or 
planning to use the cloud-based version of QuickBooks (Simple 
Start, Essentials, or Online Plus). Topics build from navigation and 
company set up to reconciling accounts, handling revenue, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable, bank feeds, inventory, 
customizing reports and more. A computer and a take-home 
workbook are provided. Cost to attend is $130. Limited seating is 
available at no charge for ATU staff, students, and faculty. 
Registration is required no later than March 20 at 479-356-2067 or 
asbtdc.org/russellville-events.

Announcements

4th International Film 

Festival

March 5-7, 2019

March 12-14, 2019

6:30-11:00 pm

Doc Bryan 

Auditorium

Early Registration for 
Freshmen for Fall SemesterMarch 11, 2019 Early Registration for 

Summer and Fall Semester BeginsMarch 25-31, 2019

Spring 

Break

March 18-24, 

2019


