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On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 

please allow me to offer our most 

sincere congratulations and express our 

appreciation to all of our faculty colleagues 

on the significant level of accomplishment 

which is recalled in the pages of this 

volume. For over 100 years now, Tech has 

been dedicated to excellence in teaching, 

scholarship and service for the benefit of 

our students and the people of Arkansas. 

This high level of scholarship and the 

dedication exhibited by our faculty 

are the reasons the University is 

widely known for care and concern 

in meeting the educational needs of 

our constituents. 

The mission statement of Arkansas Tech 

University indicates that we offer a wide 

range of traditional and innovative programs 

which form the basis for lifelong learning 

to a diverse student body.  This record 

of faculty accomplishments demonstrates 

that the Tech faculty is a diverse group of 

professionals committed to the principle of 

lifelong learning.  The Office of Academic 

Affairs appreciates the excellent work of 

our faculty members who pursue 

these scholarly activities in addition 

to their commitment to excellence 

in the classroom.  We extend 

congratulations to our colleagues 

who are recognized in this issue.

RobeRt ChaRles bRown
 - PResident

John watson
 - ViCe PResident foR aCademiC affaiRs



FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS3

Dr. Paola Gemme was awarded her 
B.A. in English summa cum laude 
by the University of Genoa, Italy, 
in 1990. She was the recipient of 
a Fulbright scholarship to pursue 
graduate studies at the Pennsylvania 
State University, from which she 
graduated with a Ph.D. in English 
in 1998. She was Visiting Assistant 
Professor of American Studies 
at the University of Genoa from 
1999 to 2001, when she was hired 
by Arkansas Tech University. She 
is the author of Domesticating 
Foreign Struggles: The Italian 

Dr. Jason S. Ulsperger received his 
B.S. from the University of Central 
Arkansas and M.A. from Arkansas 
State University. Focusing his 
studies on Criminology and 
Gerontology, he received his Ph.D. 
in Sociology from Oklahoma State 
University in 2003. He came to 
Arkansas Tech as an Assistant 
Professor of Sociology in August 
of 2006 and became Associate 
Professor in 2012. His 2008 article 
in Sociological Spectrum, “The 
Social Dynamics of Elder Care,” 
won the Mid-South Sociological 

Dr. Susan J. Underwood, Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
College Student Personnel, is 
the recipient of the 2013 Faculty 
Excellence Award in Service. She 
holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education 
Administration from New Mexico 
State University and M.A. Ed. 
and B.S. degrees from Western 
Kentucky University. Prior to her 
arrival at Arkansas Tech University 
in Fall 2001, she held faculty 
positions at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake and Clemson 
University and student personnel 
positions at New Mexico State 

Association’s award for publication 
of the year. The article provided 
a framework for his recently 
published manuscript Elder Care 
Catastrophe. The book presents a 
typology of elder abuse in nursing 
homes and promotes culture 
change in long-term care. 
Ulsperger is the editor of three 
oral history collections involving 
people living in the Arkansas River 
Valley. He is the primary author of 
20 peer-reviewed journal articles, 
along with 22 book chapters and 
encyclopedia entries. He has 

Dr. Jason S. Ulsperger, Associate Professor of Sociology

Dr. Susan J. Underwood, Professor of College Student Personnel

Faculty Award of  
Excellence for Teaching

Faculty Award of  
Excellence for Service

Faculty Award of  
Excellence for Scholarship

and Creative Activity

FACULTY AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Risorgimento and Antebellum 
American Identity, published by 
the University of Georgia Press 
in 2005. Her current research 
interest include the development of 
the discipline of American Studies 
in Italy, Latin@ literature, and 
academic motherhood.
Dr. Gemme has a record of 
excellence in teaching: she was 
selected for the Graduate Assistant 
Award for Outstanding Teaching 
at Penn State and voted one of the 
best five teachers in the College 
of Liberal Arts at the University 

Dr. Paola Gemme, Associate Professor of English 

of Genoa. At Arkansas Tech, 
she teaches American Studies, 
American Literature, and Teaching 
English as a Second Language. She 
has designed courses in “Global 
Views of the United States,” 
“Latin@ Experiences in the United 
States,” “Wealth and Poverty in 
the American Experience,” and 
“Immigrant Literatures.” Her 
teaching aims at developing cross-
cultural and global competence 
and at breaching the gap between 
university and community through 
outreach projects. 

presented his research over 30 
times at professional conferences, 
including meetings sponsored 
by the Mid-South Sociological 
Association, American Sociological 
Association, and International 
Sociological Association. In 
addition, he has participated 
as an editorial reviewer for 
Sociological Forum, Aging and 
Society, and the Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography. His 
current research concerns the link 
between ritualized strain and mass 
homicide.

University, Indiana University and 
Western Kentucky University.
Dr. Underwood has exemplified 
service to the university in 
numerous ways during her 
thirteen years at Arkansas Tech. 
She has served as the inaugural 
Department Head of the College 
Student Personnel Department 
and led the Department in its 
development of one of the 
nation’s first online college student 
personnel master’s degrees. She 
has also served as a member of the 
Faculty Senate, Graduate Council 
and University Assessment, 

Student Success, Student Affairs, 
Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC) Self-Study Steering and 
Strategic Planning Committees. 
In addition, she regularly serves 
as a Bridge to Excellence Mentor. 
She has been Faculty Usher 
for Graduation; International 
Student Work Program Mentor; 
Chair of the HLC Self-Study 
Criteria 4 Committee and has 
chaired numerous faculty and 
administrative assistant search 
committees.
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