
 

   Staff Senate Minutes 

    November 17, 2022 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Kim Gray called this Arkansas Tech University Staff Senate meeting to order on Thursday 
November 17, 2022 at 9:02 .m. in a hybrid in-person and WebEx virtual online meeting.  

ROLL CALL  

Senators Present:

Sabrina Anwar  
Peggy Ayers 
Natasha Branch 
Deidra Dillard  
Cynthia Dixon  

Slade Dupuy  
Kim Gray  
Karen Hall  
Cole Hendrix  
Connie Herring 

Katie Hook 
Cindy Hubbard 
Margie Link  
Krystle Manning 
Amber Meeks  

Cody Parsons  
Tammy Rye  
Miranda Senn  
Jamie Young  
 

 

Senators Absent: 

 

 

 

 

Julie Ennis 
 

Visitor(s):  

Jami Fisher      

   



 

Approval of Previous Minutes 

The minutes from the October 6, 2022 meeting were distributed electronically prior to the meeting. 
Senator Hendrix filed a motion to accept the minutes. Senator Link seconded the motion. The minutes 
were approved by Senate vote.  

Special Report 

Administration and Finance Updates from Ms. Jami Fisher:    

 Our university bond rating is good. 
 Just Communities of Arkansas will continue to work with us to help recruit more diverse hires. 
 An RFP will be released to review ATU job descriptions for bias and language choice.  
 The Equity and Diversity Committee will meet every fourth Thursday with subgroups for 

Students, Faculty and Staff. 
 All classified positions slated to move to nonclassified by approximately July 2023. 
 Electric vehicle charging stations will be installed around campus in Williamson, Brown, Rothwell 

and at Ozark. 

Committee Reports 

 President’s Communication – See Page 6 

 Budget Advisory* – See Pages 7-13 
 

 Grievance Committee – No report 

 Scholarship – No report 

 Insurance Committee* – No report 

 IT Prioritization and Impact* – No report 

 University Communication Working Group – No report 

 Campus Space and Utilization* – No report  

 Special Projects/Events- No report 

 International Travel Advisory Council – No report 

STAFF SENATE COMMITTEES 
 Staff Senate Fundraising: Cody Parsons, Karen Hall, VACANT x 3 
 Staff Senate Elections: Kim Gray, Margie Link, Connie Herring, Miranda Senn, VACANT 
 Staff Senate Governance: Kim Gray, Kristian Thompson, VACANT x 3 
 Staff Senate Communications: Cody Parsons, Tammy Rye, Deidra Dillard, Katie Hook, VACANT 
 Staff Senate Events & Involvement: Jamie Young, Karen Hall, VACANT x 3 
 Staff Senate Courtesy: Jamie Young, Cole Hendrix, Natasha Branch, Karen Hall, VACANT 
 Staff Senate Professional Development: Kim Gray, Natasha Branch, Katie Hook, VACANT x 2 
 Staff Senate Survey Committee: Cody Parsons, Margie Link, Deidra Dillard, Miranda Senn, 

VACANT 



 

ATU STANDING COMMITTEES OR WORK GROUPS 

 Technology Working Group: Cody Parsons 
 Staff Appreciation: Kim Gray, Tammy Rye, Connie Herring, Karen Hall 
 Budget Advisory: Kim Gray 
 Emergency Management and Safety: Cole Hendrix 
 Campus Space and Utilization: Jamie Young (Maybe?) 
 Diversity and Equity: Natasha Branch 
 Technology Prioritization and Impact: Slade Dupuy 
 Presidential Communication: VACANT 
 Insurance and Benefits: Julie Ennis 
 International Travel Advisory Council: Jamie Young 
 Fee Sub-Committee: Kristian Thompson 

SEARCH COMMITTEES 

 VPAA Search Committee: Cody Parsons 
 Government Relations Search Committee: Kim Gray 

Officer Reports 

President Gray:  

 EC Meeting: We will receive more info on the upcoming O St Entrance construction, President 
Gray proposes sharing this info on our Staff Senate website. Demolition of Young building will 
begin soon. Bricks from Young may be available to purchase for tributes. In February the site for 
the new Student Union should be ready, construction scheduled to begin in May.  

 Board of Trustees: A board member asked for an update on the AGB Report. Our new Staff 
Senate Survey Committee could potentially work on this.  

 President Gray met with the President after the 11/17 meeting. 

Vice President Parsons: 

 Homecoming Fundraiser: Peggy Ayers reports we raised $278 at the actual fundraiser but that 
we are up to $1,800 afterward through payroll deductions and other donations received! VP 
Parsons will help to select recipients of the Faculty-Staff Scholarship with a committee. 

Officer Reports 

 President Gray has worked in Human Resources since October 2020. Her current projects:  
o “Lunch with EC Member” events are upcoming. Email kmckown@atu.edu to sign up. 

 1/18 – EC Member Dr. Gunter 
 3/15 – EC Member Bruce Sikes 
 5/17 – Jason Geiken 

o EC Meeting: We will receive more info on the upcoming O St Entrance construction, 
President Gray proposes sharing this info on our Staff Senate website. Demolition of 
Young building will begin soon. Bricks from Young may be available to purchase for 



 

tributes. In February the site for the new Student Union should be ready, construction 
scheduled to begin in May.  

o Board of Trustees: A board member asked for an update on the AGB Report. Our new 
Staff Senate Survey Committee could potentially work on this.  

o President Gray met with the President after the 11/17 meeting. 
 

 Vice President Parsons has worked in OIS since roughly 2014. His current projects: 
o Homecoming Fundraiser: Peggy Ayers reports we raised $278 at the actual fundraiser 

but that we are up to $1,800 afterward through payroll deductions and other donations 
received! VP Parsons will help to select recipients of the Faculty-Staff Scholarship with a 
committee. 
 

 Secretary Jamie Young worked in Financial Aid since February 2019 and the One-Stop Student 
Center since 2021. Her current projects: 

o Food Pantry: No report; scheduled for a meeting on 1/12/23 with Admin and Finance. 
Our closet together with Graduate College has had at least 2 or 3 regular visitors and 
was available for a student in crisis. Holding a SNAP Workshop on 11/28 to help campus 
leaders (including faculty and staff) and eligible students apply for food stamps. Held in 
RPL 300B from 3-4 or via Webex at https://bit.ly/3OhzOyP 

o Multicultural Book Club: Just 4 participants last month but it was a joy – Filipina 
librarian Paquita from the Dardanelle library joined. This month is “There There” by 
Tommy Orange. Click to learn more or join: 
https://www.atu.edu/staffsenate/bookclub.php  

o Morale: ATU Staff Computer Class continues through 12/5. Open to all faculty or staff 
who wish to learn more about technology or computing at their own pace. Text 
Secretary Young at 479.269.4422 to join or volunteer. Mondays 11-12 p.m. in RTH 136. 

Old business 

 DEI Speakers: Will be talking to Faculty Senate to possibly coordinate. 

New business 

 Staff Senate Meeting times: A vote was officially held – 9 am on the first Thursday of each 
month will be the new meeting time. 

 Innovation Grant: President Gray suggested that we try to apply for Innovation Grant funding. 
The Fundraising Committee could be in charge of this? 
 

 Anonymous Comments 
The 
University’s 
celebrations 
(Halloween, 
Holiday 
Party) 
happen 

Please send feedback about party times 
by next Wednesday to Kim Gray – 
kmckown@atu.edu 

The University’s celebrations 
(Halloween, Holiday Party) 
happen later than some can 
attend due to their hours. 
Melissa Riffle in HR is 
working on a plan for this.  



 

later than 
some can 
attend due 
to their 
hours. 
Melissa 
Riffle in HR 
is working 
on a plan for 
this.  
Pepsi 
machines 
have varying 
prices all 
over 
campus and 
are 
sometimes 
unstocked 
for months 
at a time.  

Please contact Tammy Rye at 
trye@atu.edu should you need any 
assistance with Pepsi vending machines. 

Pepsi machines have varying 
prices all over campus and 
are sometimes unstocked for 
months at a time.  

 

Open Forum & Announcements 

 Senator Anwar previously announced the Bangladesh at a Glance event for one and all on 11/17. 
 

 Secretary Young asked for Senators to be on the lookout for any DACA recipients or 
undocumented students hoping to attend ATU. They can contact jyoung50@atu.edu to help 
determine if they can apply for the very helpful TheDream.US scholarship by 2/28/2023. 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, November 17, 2022, 9 a.m. in-person at RPL 325 and via WebEx 

Meeting Adjourned 

Vice President Hendrix filed a motion to adjourn the meeting. Senator Hall seconded the motion. The 
Senate voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jamie Young, Secretary  

 

 

 



 

Presidential Communication Committee, 29 Nov 2022 
 

 Vaccines still available at HWC - COVID and FLU 
 Proceeding with Liquor License for Williamson - sign posted on Williamson for 

public comment 
 eSignature Policy to go before board - implementation by OIS and others later in 

January - ? 
 404 property should be finished up around 1 Feb 
 Tuesday December 6th - Ugly Sweater Contest - See OneTech 
 Student Affairs offering a 1 credit hour course for staff on working with students 

and etc... designed as a train the trainer. 7 Week 
 University considering development opportunities for property around RedHill to 

provide longterm revenues. AG on board with planning. Longterm stuff, look for 
the New EMS Station by Fire-station as a lead in. 

 Budgeting for 23/24 will be important. Students are expected to decrease in both 
population and course loads. Need to plan accordingly - Not a PCC item but is 
on the horizon. Efficiencies and New Revenues will be the discussion going into 
23/24. 

 New Entrance continuing - expect some of the parking lot changes around May 
2023. 

 ARDOT with the Roundabout and etc late 23 into 24. 
 Student Union between Summer and Fall 2025 - a lot of construction and 

changes from now till then. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


