COURSE SYLLABUS
Early Childhood Education
School of Community Education and Professional Development
COURSE NUMBER: ECE 2112
COURSE TITLE: Basic Child Growth and Development I
Instructor:  Tamara Brickey
Office: Fayetteville, AR
E-mail: tbrickey@atu.edu 
Office Hours: My office hours vary since I travel. Email will be the best method to contact me. I will email you back as soon as possible.
Required text: The Young Child - Development from Pre-birth through Age Eight. Janet K. Black and Margaret B. Puckett, Fifth Edition.
Catalog Description:
This course is designed to help students gain an understanding of the physical, intellectual, social, emotional and personality growth and development of all children from conception to age three, including children with special needs.  Current research and ideas in early childhood development will be used in conjunction with historical approaches to examining growth and development.  Field experiences with pregnant women and young children will be an integral part of this course.
Justification/Rationale for Course:
Knowledge about child growth, development, and learning is constantly evolving.  This ever-expanding field of research and its resulting knowledge base indicates that from conception through a child’s third year dynamic patterns of growth occur.  These predictable sequences of growth and change in children occur in all domains of development – physical, emotional, social and cognitive.  Knowledge of typical development of children provides a framework from which teachers prepare the learning environment and plan appropriate experiences.
Course Objectives:
The course objectives are to:
· Read and understand material from the text;
· To explore, in depth, specific areas of development of the preschool and young school age child's growth and development through readings, discussion, and other methods of investigation.
How Course Meets General Education Objectives:
The curriculum is designed to enable students to understand the development of children from pre-birth to age three.  The following educational goals will be met:
· To understand the evolution of early childhood development from a historical viewpoint through current concepts and theories of development.
· To understand the impact of the family before birth and the importance that quality prenatal care will have on brain development, as well as, overall growth and development of the fetus.
· To understand the development of the whole child-physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and cognitive from birth to age three, including children with special needs.
· To be aware of outside influences and variables such as biological, cultural, technological, socio-economic and familial influences on the development of the very young child.
How Course Meets Objectives for the Child Development Associate (CDA)
This course outline is based on the CDA Competency Standards, which define the skills needed by child care providers.  The assessment and credentialing of child care providers is administered by the Council for Professional Recognition. Assessment is available in several settings.  Visit the Council’s website at: http://www.cdacouncil.org for specific information on the CDA National Credentialing program.  Any student wanting to obtain a CDA Certificate through the National Council for Professional Development course should contact Jana Bays at jbays@childdevinc.org  for assistance if you are a Child Development Inc.  (CDI) employee.  If you are not a CDI employee contact Tamara Brickey, your instructor for this class. Ms. Bays will provide guidance on the stages of assessment and completing the application for assessment.  The student should inform the instructor of this contact.   Completion of this course does not automatically result in the awarding of the CDA certificate. The following CDA content areas will be covered in this course:
· Steps to advance children’s physical and intellectual development.
· Positive ways to support children’s social and emotional development.
· Strategies to establish productive relationships with families.
· Principles of child development and learning.
Information on the availability of funds for the CDA assessment or renewal can be obtained from the Arkansas Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education, 101 E. Capital, Ste 106, Little Rock, AR 72201.  The phone number is 501-682-4891.
Methods of Evaluation:
You will have at least one graded assessment each week, some weeks you will have two graded assignments.

Points are earned by students in the following areas:
1. Quizzes                         

5        points will vary                200 pts.  (Approx.)
2. Observation


            1        50 pts      

     50 pts
3. Final Test



1        120 pts.                             120 pts. (Approx.)
 
Course Requirements:
Quiz There will be five quizzes using the format of multiple-choice and true-false.
Observation There will be one observation of a child birth to 3 years of age.
Tests There will be Final Test which will include all the material covered in the semester. 
QUIZ 
The quiz will be available until the due date which means you must take the quiz before 10 pm on the due date.  Do not wait until 9pm of the due date and then try to take the quiz in case you have computer problems. After the due date the quiz will no longer be available for you, so you cannot get behind, and then expect to take several quizzes at one time. You must take a quiz by the due date whether any other previous assignment grades have been posted or not.
Due Dates for Quizzes/Tests-if due dates change you will be informed, quizzes/tests will be made available at least one week prior to the due date by 10pm except for Quiz 1 (Syllabus quiz),  and Quiz 2
Date available no later than

Due Date
Quiz 1-- Syllabus



6-07-10


6-09-10
Quiz 2—Chapter 3 



6-07-10


6-11-10                                   
Quiz 3-- Chapter 4-5 



6-11-10                                   6-18-10
Quiz 4—Chapter 6


            6-18-10

            6-25-10
Quiz 5—Chapter 7-8
 

            6-25-10

            7-02-10
Final (Chapters  3-10)



7-02-10
                        7-09-10
OBSERVATION

The observation exercise assigned is designed to help you experience some of the situations that you have read about in your text, resource material and other professional journal material. The child you will observe may be: your own child, your relatives or friend’s child, or possibly a child from the childcare center where you may be employed. Your direct interaction with the child must be at a very minimum amount of time during the observation, typically there will be no direct interaction with the child.  Do not lead the child in a lesson or an activity.  Your sole responsibility is to observe the child. Depending on the situation, you may need to obtain permission to observe. Explain that the observation is part of your college course. Your observations must be as objective, specific, and non-biased as possible. This assignment must consist of the following on the first page:
-Your name and the date the observation was submitted
 -State the Purpose of your observation. This is to include what area(s) of development you are observing. 
-Identify the place or location of your observation. 
-Include the date and time of day of the observation. 
-Include the age, sex, and any special characteristics of the child (the observation must be on a child who is birth- three years of age). 
-Do not include the child’s name. Specify if there are other children/adults around, the number of other people, and approximately ages of the other children. 
-Length of observation in minutes (must be at least 30 minutes). 
-(10 points total for this section)
On the second page and any additional pages:
Write what you observed with notes describing the incidents, activities, and settings. Describe what the child actually did, what activities the child involved himself/herself in, and what the child said (in quotes). Again be as objective as possible. Do not interpret the child’s actions or give them emotional labels such as the child is or appears sad, angry, happy, or confused. You may say the child cried or the child smiled or the child laughed depending on what you observed, but do not interpret the child’s emotions. Remember this is about what you saw and what you heard not your opinions. Do not give me a historical or medical background on the child, this observation is just about what you see and hear at the time of the observation (32 points total for this section).
In the last section of the assignment you are to write up a conclusion of the observation which includes your impressions of the observation, your feelings about how it felt to observe without interacting with the child, etc. This paragraph is in addition to the minimum 1 full page total of the Observation write-up. (8 points total for this section).
Send this assignment in as an attachment to an email or by mail.  This assignment must be submitted in Microsoft Word. You are to use correct grammar and spelling.  Points will be deducted for excessive incorrect grammar or spelling. Please type in complete sentences with the exception of the first page which you may use bullets in a list format. Again, the body of the observation must be a minimum of 1 full page in length not to exceed more than 3 pages, Times New Roman 12 font, and single spaced with 1” margins.  Points will be deducted if the assignment is not the required length, font, margins and spacing outside the total points of the assignment.
Due Date for Observation-if date changes you will be informed
Observation          6-23-10
Academic Misconduct:  University policy will be followed.  At a minimum, the student (and any student caught assisting in the misconduct) will be given an automatic “F” for the exam/assignment in question and possibly an “F” for the course.  Note: Students are required to properly document all sources used in academic work.  Failure to do so could involve the student in a charge of plagiarism.  Plagiarism is defined as repeating another’s sentence as your own, paraphrasing someone else’s argument as your own, or even presenting someone else’s line of thinking (even another student’s) in the development of an assignment as though it were your own.  Discussion and exchanges of ideas among students on class work is acceptable, but copying someone else’s work as your own is not and may result in an automatic “F” for the course.
