Chapter 3 – Understanding the Research Process

I. Experimental vs. Nonexperimental research

II. Qualitative Research Traditions

a. Grounded theory

b. Phenomenology-philosophy

c. Ethnography-related to anthropology; looks at culture

III. Steps in a Quantitative Study

a. Conceptual Phase – reading, thinking, theorizing

i. Formulating and delimiting the problem

ii. Reviewing the literature

iii. Developing a theoretical framework

iv. Formulating a hypothesis or hypotheses (The researcher states his/her expectations concerning the relationship between the variables under study.)

b. Design and Planning Phase

i. Selecting a research design

ii. Identifying the population to be studied

iii. Designing Sampling Plan

iv. Selecting Measure for the variables

v. Reviewing the research plan

vi. Pilot study – making revisions

c. Empirical Phase

i. Data collection

ii. Preparing data for analysis

d. Analytic Phase

i. Data analysis

ii. Interpreting the results

e. Dissemination Phase

i. Communicate findings

ii. Using the findings

IV. Activities in a Qualitative Study (more circular)

a. Conceptualizing and planning – may or may not include literature review; identify a study site; gain entrée in the setting (gatekeeper)

b. Conducting the study – sampling, data collection, data analysis, and interpretation are an iterative process. Sample size determined by data saturation. 
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