CHAPTER 17: CRITIQUING RESEARCH REPORTS

I.
Interpreting study results – 5 areas are assessed


A.
Accuracy of the results



1.
Look at strength weaknesses of methods, design, and sampling



2.
Limitations – all research has some limitations – are they stated?


B.
Meaning of the Results



Statistical tests must be interpreted



Correlation does not prove causation



Examined in light of the hypothesis



1.
Significant results



2.
Non-significant results

a.
The null hypothesis is true – there is no relationship, problem in conceptualization or theoretical framework

b.
The data failed to reveal the relationship – due to methodological limitations



3.
Unhypothesized significant results 



4.
Mixed results


C.
Importance of the results



Statistical significance is not equal to importance to nursing



Lack of statistical significance is not equal to lack of importance


D.
Generalizability of the Results – to who can the results be applied?


E.
Implications of the Results



1.
Future research



2.
Theory development



3.
Nursing practice

II.
Research Critique


A.
Just because it is published doesn’t mean it was a good study

B.
Consumer must evaluate the researcher’s decisions on the study’s ability to reveal the truth

*C.
Purpose – careful, critical appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses of a research study.  Need for balance
D.
Be objective

E.
Suggest alternatives

F.
Evaluate all aspects of the study

III.
Elements of a Research Critique


A.
Substantive and theoretical dimensions



1.
Importance & relevance



2.
Soundness of conceptualizations



3.
Appropriateness of the theoretical framework



4.
Is design suited to research problem?


B.
Methodological dimensions



1.
Design



2.
Sample – subjects



3.
Data collection methods



4.
Data analysis





Balance between the ideal and the feasible


C.
Ethical dimensions



1.
Inadvertent



2.
Intentional


D.
Interpretive dimensions


E.
Presentation and stylistic dimensions

