Chapter10 - Qualitative Research Design

I.
Introduction

A. Design evolves over the course of the project – emergent design

B. Is flexible

C. Requires researcher involvement

D. Requires researcher to be research instruments

E. Requires ongoing analysis

F. Holistic-understanding of the whole

G. Generally utilizes multiple data collection methods

II.
Planning


A.
Site selection


B.
Identification of the name “gatekeepers” provides access to important data sources


C.
Determine maximum amount of time for the study


D.
Determine equipment needs


E.
Determine need for assistants

III.
Design features


A.
Quantitative



Qualitative


control




rarely



group comparisons


emerging patterns



cross-sectional or longitudinal
yes



one setting



real world, naturalistic settings

IV.
Phases – overlapping

A.
Orientation and overview – learning what is not known; quantitative researchers know what is not known


B.
Focused exploration


C.
Confirmation and closure

V.
Qualitative Research Traditions


A.
Ethnography – from anthropology – studies human cultures holistically


B.
Phenomenology – from psychology/philosophy – experiences of individuals

C.
Hermeneutics – closely aligned to phenomenology – focuses on livid experiences of people, their interpretations

D. Ethnomethodology- from sociology – manner by which a society comes to an agreement on what is socially acceptable

E. Historical analysis-description and interpretation of historical events

*Phenomenology – an approach to thinking about what the life experiences of people are like.  Tool – indepth conversations – researcher and informant are full coparticipants. Small (5 or less) sample size. Steps:




1. Bracketing – keeping preconceived beliefs and opinions in check – may use 



reflexive journal




2. Intuiting – remaining open to informants interpretations




3. Analyzing




4. Descriptive phase – researcher understands and defines the phenomena

Grounded theory – data collection, data analysis, and sampling occur simultaneously.  Constant comparison is used to develop and refine theoretically relevant categories.  Data collection – usually indepth interviews.  Relatively small sample – 25 to 50 informants.

F. Critical Theory-critique of society

G. Feminist Research

H.  Action Research

