AGENDA
FACULTY SENATE

Wednesday, November 8, 2006

3:00 p.m., Pendergraft 300 North

I.
Call to Order

A.
Approval of the minutes of the October 11, 2006, meeting
II.
New Business


A.
“Ad hoc” Committee Report on Course Evaluation Form – Dr. Hamm

B.
Curricular Items

1.
Department of Emergency Administration and Management

a.
delete EAM 3043, The Politics of Disaster, from the course descriptions;

b.   change the course number for EAM 4201-15, Externship, to EAM 3206, Externship, 
and modify the course description;

c.  
add EAM 3243, Introduction to Terrorism, to the course descriptions;

d.  
add EAM 3133, Applied Principles of Personnel Management, to the course 
descriptions;

e.  
delete the Interdisciplinary Core Sociology and Environmental options from the 
Curriculum in Emergency Administration and Management and modify the curriculum; and

f. 
reduce the number of hours required for the minor in Emergency Administration and 
Management from 21 hours to 18 hours and modify the curriculum as follows:  delete 
EAM 3003, Developing Emergency Management Skills, EAM 3013, Public Policy Issues in Emergency Management, EAM 4023, Information Technology and Emergency Management, EAM 4033, Emergency Management Research Methods/Analysis, and EAM 4043, Disaster and Emergency Management Ethics; delete the notation that EAM 4993 may be used as a substitute for one of the indicated courses; and add twelve hours of upper division EAM Core Classes.

2.
Department of Professional Studies

a.   add PS 3023, Professional Communications, to the course descriptions;

b.   modify the course description for PS 4006, Capstone Project; and

c.   modify the curriculum in Professional Studies as follows: delete ECON 2003, 
Principles of Economics I, PSY 2003, General Psychology, and SOC 1003, Introductory Sociology, as general education social sciences requirements; replace BUAD 3023, Business Communications, with PS  3023, Professional Communications; and modify footnote 1 to read “See appropriate alternatives or substitutions in the General Education Requirements on page 82.”
3.
Department of Art

a.   modify the course description for ART 3803, Introduction to Printmaking; and

b. 
add ART 3903, Introduction to Fiber Arts, to the course descriptions.

4.
Department of Nursing

a.   add NUR 4903, Synthesis of Clinical and Theoretical Nursing, with a $40 testing fee to 
the course descriptions; and

b.   change the course number for NUR 4806, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the 
Community, to NUR 4804, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the Community, and modify the course description; and modify the Curriculum in Baccalaureate Nursing as follows: delete NUR 4806, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the Community; add NUR 4804, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the Community; add NUR 4903, Synthesis of Clinical and Theoretical Nursing; and modify the text on page 180 to change NUR 4806, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the Community, to NUR 4804, Practicum in Nursing IV – Nursing in the Community.

5.
Department of Physical Sciences

a.   modify the prerequisite for CHEM 3344, Principles of Biochemistry, from Prerequisite: 
CHEM 3254, Fundamentals of Organic Chemistry, to Prerequisites: CHEM 3254, Fundamentals of Organic Chemistry, and BIOL 1014, Introduction to Biological Science, or BIOL 1114, Principles of Biology; and

b.   modify the Curriculum in Physical Science (General Option) as follows:  delete COMS 
2003, Microcomputer Applications. 

6.
Department of Computer and Information Science

a.   delete the following courses from the course descriptions:
COMS 1201, Introduction to Spreadsheets;

COMS 1301, Introduction to Word Processing;

COMS 1401, Introduction to Database Systems;

COMS 1521, Computer-Aided Design Graphics;

COMS 1561, Presentation Graphics;

COMS 1903, Applied Computer Graphics;

COMS 2723, PC Computer Architecture and Operating Systems;

COMS 3033, Application Program Development I; and

COMS 3043, Application Program Development II; and

b.   modify the Curriculum in Computer Science as follows:  delete PHYS 2114, General 
Physics I, and PHYS 2124, General Physics II; and replace with Science Sequence I and II with footnote 3 “May be satisfied by any one-year science sequence that requires a lab in each course, excluding biological science courses.”

7.
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Hospitality Administration

a.   change the prerequisite for RP 3783, Turfgrass Management: Basic Chemical Usage, 
from Prerequisite: CHEM 1114, A Survey of Chemistry, to Prerequisites: BIOL 2134, Principles of Botany, and CHEM 1114, A Survey of Chemistry; 

b.   change the prerequisite for RP 4773, Turfgrass Management: Climatic Regions and 
Cultivars, from Prerequisite: AGSS 2014, Soils, to Prerequisites: AGSS 2014, Soils, BIOL 2134, Principles of Botany, and CHEM 1114, A Survey of Chemistry; 

c.   change the title of the Park Administration Emphasis to Natural Resource Emphasis; 
modify the text on page 216 as outlined; and modify footnotes 2 and 3; and

d.   modify the Turf Management Emphasis as follows: add RP 2033, Recreation 
Leadership; and delete SPH 2003, Public Speaking.

C.
General Education Goals – recommendations from Curriculum Committee
III.
Old Business


A.
Inappropriate Grades


B.
Report by Sub-Committee reviewing the Sexual Harassment Policy

IV.
Open Forum

V.
Announcements and Information Items

VI.
Adjournment




Memorandum

Vice President                                          Office of Academic Affairs

TO:

Faculty Senate



FROM:        
Academic Affairs

RE:              
General Education Goals

DATE:

October 25, 2006

In fall, 2005, the University Assessment Committee and the Office of Academic Affairs requested that the Curriculum Committee review the university’s general education goals.  As the goals had not been evaluated in the past ten years, the request involved reviewing the current goals, revising as necessary, and developing a mechanism for a regular review process.  

There are ten general education goals stipulated in the current Arkansas Tech catalogue, encompassing over thirty associated sub-goals, which is far greater than the typical four to five general education goals pursued by other universities.  Since 2000 great strides have been made in program assessment.  As progress continues to be made there, the focus now shifts to general education since no systematic effort has been made to assess this aspect of student learning.  In preparation for doing so, the Curriculum Committee has recommended a reduction of the general education objectives to a manageable number.  
Academic Affairs asks that these recommendations now be reviewed by the Faculty Senate and the Assessment Committee simultaneously for feedback and input.  It must be stressed that no effort has been made to change the general education curriculum.

General Education Goals 

Proposed and Approved by the University Curriculum Committee, 20 October 2006

The graduating ATU student should have acquired a foundation for knowledge common to educated people and the capacity to expand that knowledge over their lifetime.  In order to fulfill this, the student will:

• Effectively use communication skills to understand, analyze, inform, and persuade. 

• Understand ethical and moral issues of diverse societies and environments. 

• Think critically, synthesizing knowledge and drawing conclusions from complex material. 

• Gain knowledge of the natural, physical, and technological world and the qualitative and quantitative methods and analysis used to obtain that knowledge. 

• Understand the role of humanistic and artistic expression in ancient and contemporary cultures. 

