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V I S I O N The School of Professional and
Community Education (PACE) develops
experts ,  collaborators ,  and innovators
who lead and transform the diverse
communities in which they serve by
bridging theory and practice.

M I S S I O N The School of Professional and
Community Education (PACE) is
committed to the growth, development,
and success of students by combining
academic preparation,  mentorship,  and
field experience.  We are dedicated to
empowering students to become world-
changers by equipping them with the
education,  crit ical thinking,  and
experience needed as scholars and
practit ioners in their  communities .

C O R E  C O M P E T E N C I E S By the time a student graduates with a
bachelors or masters degree in
emergency management from Arkansas
Tech University ,  the student wil l  master
the fol lowing core competencies:

Operate within the EM Framework
Disaster Risk Management
Scientif ic Literacy
Geographic Literacy 
Sociocultural Literacy 
Technological Literacy
Possess Crit ical Thinking
Abide by Professional Ethics
Systems Literacy
Leadership 
Continual Learning 
Community Engagement 
Governance & Civics

Y O U R  E D U C A T I O N  J O U R N E Y  S H O U L D N ' T  B E  D I F F I C U L T .  
W E  A R E  H E R E  T O  H E L P  Y O U  S U C C E E D !
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S t a y  C o n n e c t e d

The Emergency Management & Homeland Security program works purposely to
communicate with internal and external audiences.  We want to ensure you
know about student and faculty accomplishments,  program and curricular
changes,  upcoming program events,  conferences,  training,  extracurricular
opportunities ,  job opportunities ,  major and alumni job placements,  and more!
Information is routinely disseminated through the fol lowing forums:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TechDEM
Instagram: @atu.dem
LinkedIn:  https: / /www.l inkedin.com/groups/5063911/
Website:  www.atu.edu/emergencymanagement
Blackboard:  DEM Student Success Site 

We urge you to l ike and follow us on as many platforms as possible so you can
be sure you are getting the information you need to progress through the
program and onto your next step thereafter !

S C H O L A R S H I P S
Ed Leachman EM Scholarship:  The recipient of this award must be an

undergraduate or graduate student at Arkansas Tech University pursuing a
degree within the Department of Emergency Management.  The recipient must
be active in EM organizations and demonstrate f inancial  need.

Dr. Richard Ihde EM Communications Scholarship: available to a full-t ime

graduate or undergraduate student majoring in Emergency Management.
Consideration wil l  be given to students who are in good academic standing,
demonstrates f inancial  need, and submits a 500-word (minimum) essay on the
topic of the importance of communication in emergency management.  

Bea Patterson and Roy Hull Smith Student Travel Fund Endowment:
Applicants must be a current emergency management student of Arkansas
Tech University who wil l  benefit  from the conference/event pertaining to the
field of emergency management.
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G E T  I N V O L V E D
Resilience in Disasters and Emergencies (RIDE): The

student organization organized through emergency
management.  This group coordinates speaker series ,
networking events,  training events,  f ield tr ips,  and service
learning projects for members.  The organization holds
regular meetings throughout the academic year .
Membership in the association is low cost and open to al l
Arkansas Tech University students.

Epsilon Pi Phi (EPP): A scholastic honor society

recognizing academic achievement among students in the
field of emergency management,  homeland security ,
disaster research and science,  criminal justice,  and
continuity management disciplines.  

Alumni Mentorship: Emergency Management & Homeland

Security program  is  blessed to have alumni who support al l

of its programs and the students within them. Alumni
routinely speak in courses,  al low students to informally
interview and job shadow with them, help connect
students to resources,  build student professional networks,
inform students of  job openings,  and more.

Coffee with the Faculty:  Once a month, you are invited to

join the Emergency Management & Homeland Security
faculty for an open conversation.   Have a curriculum
question? Wonder about something the program is doing?
Have a suggestion to improve student experience? Want to
know more about a particular topic? The gathering
represents an opportunity for discussion about any topic of
interest to students.

EM Student Support Center:  We believe in the power of

collaboration and student-driven success.  Our center is  a
dynamic hub where students tutor students,  fostering a
community of shared knowledge and expertise.

Events & Real World Application: Unlock the full

potential  of your Emergency Management education at
Arkansas Tech University by engaging in real-world
volunteer opportunities that bridge the gap between the
classroom and the f ield.  
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M e e t  o u r  F a c u l t y
P A S S I O N A T E  S C H O L A R S  A N D  C H A N G E - M A K E R S

DEPARTMENT HEAD
D R .  R E N E  C O U T U R E

ASSLCIATE PROFESSOR &
UNDERGRADUATE
PROGRAM CHAIR

D R .  J A M I E  S T A C Y
PROFESSOR & ADVISORY

BOARD LIAISON

D R .  B E T H  G R A Y

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
D R .  E K O N G  P E T E R S

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR &
GRADUATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

D R ,  R E J I N A  M A N A N D H A R
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

D R .  B E T H A N Y  S W I N D E L L
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m I N O R S  &  c E R T I F I C A T E S

CERTIFICATE OPTIONS:
Cyber Resil ience:  Explore the intersection of
emergency management and cybersecurity .  Learn to
safeguard crit ical systems, protect sensit ive
information,  and develop strategies to ensure the
resi l ience of communities in the face of cyber
threats .

1 .

Global Security :  Gain a global perspective on
emergency management challenges.  This certif icate
explores the impact of geopolit ical factors ,
international relations,  and cultural dynamics on
disaster response and recovery efforts .

2 .

Small  Unmanned Aerial  Systems (sUAS):  Dive into
the cutting-edge technology of small  unmanned
aerial  systems. Explore their  applications in disaster
assessment,  search and rescue operations,  and data
collection for effective emergency response.

3 .

HOW TO INCORPORATE A CERTIFICATE:
Consult with Your Advisor :  Schedule a meeting with
your academic advisor to discuss your interest in
adding a certif icate to your Bachelor 's  degree.  They
wil l  help you create a plan that al igns with your
academic and career goals .

1 .

Integrated Curriculum: Our certif icate programs are
designed to seamlessly integrate with your
Emergency Management coursework.  This ensures a
cohesive and enriching educational experience.

2.

Flexible Learning:  Many certif icate courses are
available online,  offering f lexibil ity to accommodate
your schedule and academic preferences.

3 .

As you embark on your education journey,  consider
enhancing your expertise by adding a special ized
certif icate to your program. We're committed to
providing you with a holist ic and tai lored education
that prepares you for success in the diverse f ield of
emergency management.  I f  you have any questions or
need guidance on selecting the r ight certif icate for you,
feel free to reach out to our dedicated faculty and
advisors .
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