Witt to sign books at Tech


James Lee Witt, former director of the Federal Emergency Management Administration will be autographing copies of his newly released book on Friday on the Arkansas Tech University campus.


The reception will be held - 4-6 p.m. on the third floor of the Ross Pendergraft Library and Technology Center.


Copies of Witt's book, Stronger in the Broken Places, will be available roc $20.

A native of Yell County, Witt served as FEMA director from 1993-2001. While director he was instrumental in helping Tech establish its Emergency Administration and Management degree program, said Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, dean of the School of Community Education and Professional Development. 


The Tech program has been endorsed by FEMA and remains one of only a handful of such degree programs in the nation.


A former Yell County Judge, Witt served as the director of the Arkansas Office of Emergency Services for four years, prior to his appointment by President Bill Clinton to the director's position at FEMA.


While serving as director, Witt led FEMA through more than 348 presidentially declared disasters in some 6,521 counties in all 50 states and territories, including the most costly flood disaster in the nation's history, the most costly earthquake, and a dozen damaging hurricanes.


He was credited with reorganizing FEMA into a proactive, customer-focused agency. In 1996, the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University presented the agency the Innovations in American Government award. The agency also received awards during Witt's tenure from the Council for Excellence in Government and the National Association of Broadcasters.


In February 1996, President Clinton elevated Witt to cabinet status, a first for a FEMA director.


Currently, Witt is president of James Lee Witt Associates, a firm that provides local governments, the international community, corporations, hospitals, universities, and other non-profit organizations with innovative disaster mitigation solutions, including planning and preparation.

The firm also offers a complete range of recovery services in the event of natural and manmade disasters. Other services include marketing and strategic advice.


Additional information about Witt's appearance on the Tech campus is available by contacting at 968-0318.

