August 2003

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS

Disaster Roundtable Workshop: The Emergency Manager of the Future 
By Ethan Beckcom, IAEM Student Region President

 
On June 13, I attended the Disaster Roundtable Workshop: The Emergency Manager of the Future, hosted by the National Academies. The Disaster Roundtable is a quarterly gathering, where participants share their ideas about a current issue. The participants were emergency managers - both in the public and private sectors - professors, and technology experts.

The workshop was moderated by Ellis Stanley, CEM. General Manager of the Los Angeles Emergency Preparedness Department. Stanley spoke about what he would like to see accomplished, and introduced many of the speakers.


The first panel consisted of current emergency managers. Thomas Drabek . spoke on" A World in Flux: Emergency Management Challenges and Opportunities." IAEM President, ]. R. Thomas, CEM, talked about emergency managent taking a proactive approach. The first panel was concluded by FEMA's Eric Tolbert, who told "everyone about 10 steps to success in a changing environment The session finished with a question-and-answer segment.

The next four panels addressed higher education needs of the emergency manager of the future; research needs to support the emergency management of the future; and the role of technology in furthering the effectiveness of emergency management Most of these panels consisted of professors and technology experts. All of these topics were very interesting and informative.


The final panel focused on the next generation. This panel included Jim Kendra, a professor at North Texas University; Chris Wright, a practicing emergency manager for Amgen Inc.; and me, a senior at Arkansas Tech University studying emergency administration and management. I was the youngest person participating in the roundtable, so I felt a "little out of my league." I spoke about a program called the Disaster Resistant University (DRU). This is not a new program, and most emergency managers have heard of it. I talked about how DRU affects not only the university but also the entire community, practicing emergency manager/ public officials, and future emergency managers. DRU is a chance for a university to get an Emergency Operations Plan {EOP), and for the community to get a large area considered disaster resistant. By using students to complete the process of, preparing the university to become disaster resistant, the university gets inexpensive employees. Also, these future emergency managers get a chance to train on EOPs, hazard analysis, grant writing and exercising. A university is like a small community. This is the kind of training future emergency managers need.


The workshop concluded with a question-and-answer session, as well as a recap of everything that we had discussed and what everyone got out of the day. The field of emergency management will always be changing, so we as professionals must allow ourselves to be flexible - so we won't catch ourselves saying. "That's never happened before; why do we have to be prepared for it?” We must be prepared for anything.

