Tech receives $500,000 grant for EAM program

By Cassie Loyd

Staff writer
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U.S. Republican congressman, John Boozman presented Tech President, Dr. Robert C. Brown, with a $500,000 check last Monday at the “Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Justice Grant and Resource Seminar,” held on the Tech Campus.


The congressional-directed grant will benefit the university’s thriving emergency administration and management program.


Dean of Community Education and Professional Development, Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, said that the grant will allow the development of a wireless emergency operation and communication center that will be connected to all other emergency response centers within the state.


She said that the grant will “put our program in a national perspective which will attract students from all over the U.S. for this one of a kind opportunity.”


Rollans is looking forward to enhancing the program by adding faculty and the latest technology in the field.  Tech is one of only three emergency administration and management degree programs in the nation.  The degree has gained more attention since the terrorist attacks and the formation of the national Department of Homeland Security.  According to officials, jobs in emergency administration and management are becoming more available nationwide.


Any time a program on campus receives a gift like last week’s, it is a big boost said Tech spokesperson Susie Nicholson. “There has been so much interest in the emergency administration and management program since the tragedies of 9-11 that we need this program because it is invaluable,” she said.
