Tech Emergency Program One of Only Two in Nation
 

RUSSELLVILLE (AP) - Keith Frazier could be a footnote in academic history at Arkansas Tech University. 

He is expected to be the first to graduate with a degree in emergency management. 

Tech and North Texas State University at Denton are the only schools in the country offering the bachelors degree. The four-year program at Tech, which began last fall, has 40 students enrolled. 

 

AWe=re not going to eliminate tornadoes, earthquakes and floods, but we can prepare ourselves to minimize the damages,@ Frazier said. 

The program works with the Arkansas Office of Emergency Services in a unique support system designed to provide a quality emergency management degree.

Services and opportunities available through the support system include:

Internship assignments provided in sites throughout the state

Assistantships and scholarships.

Part-time employment for EAM majors.

Instructors and resource personnel for the classes.

Placement opportunities for graduates.

Training for OES personnel.

Awareness of the program provided through conferences and professional associations.

Use of Tech=s facilities for OES conference/training.

Articulation agreements to provide credit for OES and Federal Emergency Management Agency sponsored courses/

Allowing EAM majors to participate in OES training with full reimbursement provided.

Utilization of students completing class projects in conjunction with OES programs.

Recommendations of persons or association representatives to serve on an advisory council to assist with the EAM program development. 

Mary Ann Rollans, dean of community education and professional development at Tech, said she expects the program; to grow because of the many vocations related to emergency management. Those include counseling people involved in disasters, fighting fires and managing agencies that respond to natural disasters.

Ms. Rollans said there has been a great deal of interest in Arkansas in emergency management since President Clinton named James Lee Witt of Dardanelle as director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Prior to that, Witt was director of the state Office of Emergency Services.

