Tech Emergency Management Program gets $500,000
By Terrica Caldwell -room. ~ newsroom@couriernews.com
Arkansas Tech University's Emergency Administration and Management Program will soon receive $500,000 in federal money that was part of the fiscal year 2004 omnibus appropriations measure approved in January.

Tech President Dr. Robert C. Brown gave the credit for the funding to help from U.S. Rep. John Boozman, R-Ark., and U.S. Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark. "We've been working with our congressional delegation very closely” on getting this appropriation, he said.

We were able to secure the $500,000 to be used over the next three years for the purpose of strengthening our Emergency Administration and Management (EAM) program.

"That's a wonderful thing for Arkansas Tech, for Arkansas and for America. It's timely, it's in the national interest, and it goes to the heart of the issues of security and preparedness that are on the mind of the American people.”

Lincoln echoed the emphasis on security. “With the greater focus on homeland security efforts in our nation, there’s a real need for trained professionals to respond to emergency situations and disasters,” she said in a press release.


Tech’s EAM degree program was only the second such program in the nation, and it now has 110 students enrolled as majors.  The first graduate with an EAM degree was in 1998, and 139 have completed the program since then.

Brown said that the university is now in the process of establishing a budget for the money, which becomes available July 1 and will go for faculty support and to strengthen the program on behalf of the students.  Tech had received some federal assistance after the start of the program, but nothing of this magnitude, he said.


“We want everyone to know how grateful we are to Boozman and to Lincoln for their good work” on behalf of the program.


Tech’s curriculum for the Emergency Administration and Management Program leads towards a Bachelor of Science degree with an emphasis in environment or sociology.  The EAM program prepares students for positions within federal and state government, agencies and private businesses.


The sociology side deals with the psychological and human elements of a disaster.  The environmental side deals with hands-on intervention and prevention of emergencies.


The program is the first Arkansas Tech program to be offered online. Some of the graduates of the program are employed by Arkansas Nuclear One, Little Rock Fire Department, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Arkansas Department of Emergency Management, and the U.S. Park Service.


The program also employs a variety of visiting lectures that bring real-world experiences to students.


“The EAM program at Arkansas Tech is one of only three such programs in the U.S.. making it a valuable resource for training and education,” said Lincoln, who said she is “looking forward to working with Arkansas Tech to make the EAM program the strongest in the nation.”

The omnibus appropriation measure includes $84.5 million for Arkansas projects, including the Point Remove Wetlands Reclamation and Irrigation District in Pope and Conway counties.
