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Symposium isn't gloom
"Prepare Ye: This will make for a gloomy five days, but from June 29 to July 3 disaster experts from all over will convene in Russellville, Ark., to talk about "Principles and Practice of Disaster Relief and Recovery," proclaimed The New York Magazine on June 14.
On paper that may have been the way it seemed, at least in advance. Major topics on the agenda included "Terrorism," "Response to Chemical Fires and Hazardous Materials" and "Response to Mass Fatalities." Specific discussions were to be held on such somber subjects as creating an emergency mass mortuary, identification of the dead and toxic waste cleanups.
But in reality the symposium, which wraps up today at Arkansas Tech University, has been much more than that. And while serious subjects have been covered, as was the intent, the symposium has not been gloomy by our accounts.
There have even been light moments, such as part of the discussions over how to handle beached whale.
Most importantly, though, the symposium has given emergency management specialists all over the country a chance to get the latest information on how to cope with a disaster, to compare notes, to prepare themselves, their colleagues and their equipment for a major emergency.
While there is no way to prepare for every possible circumstance, preparation does help. Oklahoma City authorities, in telling the story of the federal building bombing, have confirmed many times that their planning figured into how well and how quickly they responded when disaster struck their city,
We know by now that disasters can happen here, anywhere. We may not be able to change that, but we can ease their impact. Sometimes we can save lives.
Another positive result of the symposium is that it has put Arkansas Tech and its new emergency administration and management degree, one of only two in the nation, on the map. The symposium, thanks to a $50,000 grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is being televised to offices of emergency services all over the nation.
That should give the new program an image and identity that Tech could not have acquired any other way
-Roy Ockert
