Safety program planned for Russellville schools 

Thanks to a gift from the Arkansas Fire Prevention Commission. the International Emergency Management Student Association at Arkansas Tech University will be bringing the Risk Watch program to the Russellville School District 

Commission chairman Craig Christiansen formally presented the $1,500 grant recently to Kyle Rhone, assistant professor of emergency administration and management at Tech, and Bethany Reinold of Dover, president of the student emergency management organization at Tech. 

Risk Watch is a life safety education program that integrates into core curriculum areas to give children sufficient and appropriate information, reinforcement and practice to build the skills necessary to make wise, health-promoting safety choices, Rhone said. 

That type of education is critical, he said, because of the number of deaths and injuries associated with accidents involving youth. He pointed out that the United Nations Children’s Fund, in a report issued in February, concluded that injury has now become the leading killer of 1- to 14year-olds, accounting for almost 40 percent of deaths in that age group in the world’s industrialized countries. 

Rhone said the Risk Watch curriculum has been correlated directly with the Arkansas Department of Education framework to ensure that the curriculum meets state requirements. 

The program utilizes the National Fire Protection Association’s recommended approach of starting positive, age-appropriate safety instruction in preschool and then building on prior lessons. That allows for an increasing degree of comprehension and complexity, Rhone added. 

Children in all grade levels learn safety and safe habits using age specific teaching methods. Children learn car and bicycle safety, water safety and especially fire safety, Rhone said. 
This past spring, London Elementary served as the pilot school for the program in Pope County. Every school in Yell County is using Risk Watch. Rhone said. 
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Craig Christiansen, chairman of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Commission, presents Bethany Reinold with a $1,500 check to be used to implement the Risk Watch safety program in the Russellville School District Reinold is president of the International Emergency Management Student Association at Arkansas Tech University. Others on hand for the check presentation were (from left) Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, dean of the School of Community Education and Professional Development; Capt. Dan Roe of the Russellville Fire Department; and Debbie Murphy of London Elementary School, representing the Russellville School District. 
