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Pretty, petite, powerful: Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, mother, grandmother, and distinguished professional woman, has played a key role in the growth of Arkansas Tech University and the Russellville community.


An Arkansas native, who attended Russellville schools and as a young woman received her B.A. in English Education from Tech, Rollans is currently Dean of Community Education and Professional Development as well as associate professor of secondary education.  As dean, she oversees six degree programs and the Professional Development Institute, which does contract training and non-credit training for businesses and industry.  Community Education offers non-credit business course and leisure learning courses.

Professional success


She about her achievements, Rollans has been involved in 15 grants that have brought $5 million dollars to Arkansas Tech.  She was first hired in 1980 on a U.S. Department of Education Title III planning grant to strengthen and develop institutions. As the Title III Coordinator, Rollans, working with others, wrote up successful grants and generated funds to create and enhance programs ranging from child development and augmenting instructional technology resources, to improving recruitment, retention and support services for students, as well as starting up an innovative emergency administrative management program. “I believe Dr. Rollans’ work with the Title III grant and the technology that came with that grant helped turn the university in a new and important direction: that is, the use of technology in instruction and student learning,” said Dr. Jack Hamm, ATU vise president for academic affairs.

Rollans has displayed the ability to respond to changing community demands by offering degree programs that capitalize on new developments in business and industry.  Dr. Robert Brown, president of Tech, is often contacted by the Chamber of Commerce and the office of economic development regarding the need bring new industries to Russellville.  Likewise, local companies have called upon Tech to provide specialized training for their employees.


Because industry concerned whether a community has a good pool of well-trained applicants, Dr. Brown asked Rollans to work with these groups to develop degree programs to support this need.


Rollans wrote the curriculum for two associate degree programs in plant maintenance and electronic technology offered through the Professional Development Institute. The Bachelor of Professional Studies was established in the summer of 2004.  This degree already has 25 majors and has great appeal for those needing a degree for career advancement. “Dr. Rollans has provided leadership in allowing the Professional Development Institute to evolve into a valuable training and technology resource for business and industry in the River Valley area,” said Michael Roys, Director of the Professional Development Institute.


In 1997 Dr. Brown initiated an effort to establish a degree in emergency administration for Tech.  This initiative was a result of statements published by James Lee Witt, then Director of FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) and Kay Goss, Associate Director, that they hoped to see an emergency management program in every state.  Since both were Arkansans, it seemed natural that one of the first programs should be in Arkansas.  Rollans went to Washington D.C. and asked directors of FEMA “What are the core competencies that an emergency manager would need?”  Rollans built on the 4 or 5 courses already developed by FEMA.  She did research on texts to use, put a curriculum matrix together, and designed 7 more courses for the EAM degree.


Soon after, Tech seized upon the opportunity and began to offer the EAM degree, what was then only the second degree of its kind in the U.S.  “Dr. Rollans played a leadership role in developing that program.  Without her effort we probably wouldn’t have one,” said Dr. Jack Hamm.


After the birth of the EAM degree program, people throughout the country called for information.  A website was built to handle the interest.  Rollans directs the program and serves as the advisor for about 50 percent of the students.  EAM now has 183 majors and is nationally recognized among several programs in the country.  The program has 134 graduates and they have all found work in relevant careers.


More recently, Dr. Brown asked Rollans to write up a summary explain risk factors in the Russellville area and he carried her report to the legislators.  His effort led to Tech receiving a congressional allocation of $500,000 this year.  This award enabled Rollans to conceive a 3-year plan to phase in the following:

· Development of plans for a wireless, high-tech emergency operations center for the campus
· A training site for emergency responders in the area

· An internship program for students to integrate the technology into their course work and into application in the field.

· A campus emergency operations plan


The growth of the EAM program has led Rollans to investigate additional paths for the curriculum, including seeking new grants from the Department of Homeland Security and offering courses on terrorism and related issues.

Education

With a pleasant sing-song voice yet a matter-of-fact delivery, Rollans doesn’t see her educational achievements as such a “great accomplishment.”


Her mother and grandmother were strong role models and taught her to work hard and take advantage of opportunities.  “My mother was a single mother, she owned a business and worked hard.  I had an example that a woman can do whatever needs to be done! And I had that attitude.”


Rollans was teaching English at Russellville High and raising two children when she won a scholarship to attend graduate school.  She attended UCA and received her master’s degree in secondary education.  After her third child, she earned her Ed.D. in adult education from the University of Arkansas. “It was easy for me because I had support from many areas.  I had parents, a husband, friends who would help out – I never felt isolated.”


Devoted both to family and her studies, one summer Rollans drove to Fayetteville everyday and drove home each night because she “had to see her kids.”  Rollans achieved all her post-graduate degrees while working full-time.


Adult education excited her.  She quickly completed her own dissertation and then continued to help two colleagues finish theirs!  Her dissertation, “The Effects of the Educators-in-Industry Program on the Development of Career Awareness Concepts Among Arkansas Educators,” was nominated for the Phi Delta Kappa Outstanding Dissertation Award in 1987.


Rollans may have won that award but she put her research to effective use helping to implement the course “Educators-in-Industry” in 21 different sites across Arkansas.  She teaches the course at Tech (ELED/SEED/VOBE 4063/5063) and it is her favorite course to teach.  It trains teachers to recognize skills demanded by the private sector so they can see the relationship between curriculum and necessary job-market skills.

On Tech

Rollans would like to see Tech continue in technological development. Rollans believes Tech is “as big as it needs to be right now.”  It is now time to look at programs to see if they need to be continued, consolidated, or supported more strongly.


Rollans stress that Tech has an excellent foundation and will become a regional university because it has programs that are not offered in a lot of other places.  She would like to see further development of graduate degree program and an EAM graduate degree before she retires. “We are in a good community and Tech is well-respected wherever I go,” said Rollans.

Most Important

“If something in your life is valuable to you – and if it is strong enough that you feel you have to sacrifice to obtain it then you find a balance to achieve it.  When I was writing my dissertation with three kids at home I got used to staying up till 2 or 3 in the morning – it was the best time to work,” said Rollans.

