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Many students may not realize that Arkansas Tech University is a well known university to major in administration and emergency management.  In fact, Tech is one of only a few schools in the United States offering this specialized degree.  So it is an accomplishment, however not a surprise, that Tech's own ; Ethan Beckcom, pursuing this major, became the president of the world - president of the world for region 12 representing all the students of the International Association of Emergency Managers.

Beckcom, amidst his studies at Tech, goes to conferences or participates in phone conferences with the 11 other presidents who are already professionals in the field and are all over 40 years old.  One detail that gives Beckcom of Cane Hill, Ark., more power, unlike many other student presidents in professional associations, is that Beckcom has voting power.  His voice is heard.

Beckcom said the other presidents have all met him with arms wide open, which is important because Beckcom is the first student president for this organization.

"They realize that we are the students coming into the field” and "really wanted to make sure education was important," said Beckcom.

"Everyone has offered to help me as much as they can.”  Beckcom said, “it has not been an easy task though.”

Being the first student president for this professional organization, he didn't have a job description to go by.  Instead, he has had to figure out his duties himself.  "It's been different because nobody has been there to tell me what needs to be accomplished.  I have had to set my own goals and guess what I am suppose to be doing," he said.

Beckcom has set some ambitious goals to better the education and job search of emergency administration and management majors.  His goals include the improvement of the student section on the IAEM website, enabling the Certified Emergency Mangers examination to be given before graduation unlike now where it is Ulken after, increasing employers' awareness of graduates looking for jobs, make set up an internship easier, and provide better job networking.

How did Beckcom manage to get this prestigious position?

In October, Beck corn ran against two other IAEM students at a conference in Columbus, Ohio.  He stood before approximately 1,000 people stating his campaign promises in a speech.  He walked away from the conference as president.

He wanted this position because he knew he would be able to network with professionals in his field and add an impressive line on his resume.  Now that he is president he said, "One of my biggest goals is to establish the legitimacy of this office since I am the first one." In this field of study, emergency managers prepare for and take charge when natural and technological disasters occur.  Emergency managers are supported by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
