Houston selected as first intern for Tech's FEMA program 

By James K. Joslin

Ryan Houston, a senior emergency administration and management (EAM) Major at Arkansas Tech, has been selected as the school's first student intern in a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) program. The Higher Education Project Associates Program trains college students for a future as emergency managers. His selection means that Houston will be working and training for 10 weeks this summer at the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

At EMI, Houston will have an opportunity to participate in research, training and technical assistance in his academic area of emphasis - terrorism and international relations. This program will also give him the opportunity to work with emergency management professionals, using academic concepts learned at Tech in real world situations.

"With what is going on in Kosovo, this is a pertinent time for Ryan to be at EMI," said Dr. Mary Ann Rollans. Rollans is dean of the Community Education and Professional Development Department, under whose umbrella the EAM program falls. She adds that Houston will be getting exposure to individuals in the power elite - those who daily make decisions in government, military and business across the world.

Calling terrorism one his pet peeves, Houston said, "It really gets under my skin." This is a natural extension of the work-related desires he has had since childhood, upon which he commented, "I know I want to help people.

Those desires and the prompting of a friend got Houston interested in the EAM program, which trains students for careers as emergency management professionals at the various levels of government. He had already tried parks and recreation, business and computer science.

This lack of decisiveness in the past could, however, work to Houston's advantage. According, to Rollans, "With his varied background, Ryan will be able to provide lots of support for research." Houston also credits an international relations course taught by Dr. Ken Rogers with preparing him for this experience.

Rollans added that Houston will be a good resource tool for Tech's program in the future. Both also assert that the internship validates the working relationship between the EAM program and FEMA. Although the position is a non-paid one, FEMA is providing a grant to cover travel and lodging expenses.

If you have any questions or are interested in the EAM program, contact Dr. Rollans at (501) 968-0318.

More EAM intern news…

Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, head of the Emergency Administration and Management (EAM) program at Arkansas Tech, has announced that there are 10 internship positions available for EAM majors this summer.

Five of the internships are with the Army Corps of Engineers. The work will consist of developing an evacuation plan and will be headquartered in Conway. The other five positions are offered by the State Department of Health and will include travel across Arkansas. Students with specialization in geographic information systems, radiation physics, Spanish translation and water sampling are needed.

Fore more information on these internship possibilities, call Dr. Rollans at (501) 968-0318.

