Fountain Speaks at
ATU on Mass
Fatality Disasters
Russellville, Arkansas - "It takes a different cut of cloth, if you will, to work with mass fatalities."
As part of the three day symposium entitled "Principles and Practice of Disaster Relief and Recovery" held at Arkansas Tech University and sponsored by FEMA, Vernie Fountain followed FEMA Associate Director Kay Goss with a specific message for participants: "Death is difficult to deal with."
Representing Fountain National Academy of Professional Embalming Skills, Fountain shared with attendees slides depicting scenes from mass fatality disasters. Many of the students in the recently-established Emergency Administration and Management degree program (one of only two in the nation) flinched in their chairs and laughed nervously - but they got the message: Death is a very real part of disaster work, and it must be dealt with efficiently and with the utmost respect and dignity for victims and their loved ones.
The program, which was carried live over the Internet, brought home the message that preparedness is the key in responding to any disaster, mass fatality or otherwise. During part of his presentation Fountain told participants about the DMORT system, its purpose and its efforts toward building the team through membership recruitment and ongoing team member training. During his three hour presentation Fountain explained to students what type of obstacles they would confront in a mass fatality disaster including long hours, less-than-comfortable working conditions and the emotionally-charged atmosphere that goes along with violent, sudden death.
He also stressed that in the age of satellite television, digital photography and virtually instant global communication, responders must not only be trained in dealing with the problems at hand, they must also be cognizant of the fact that their every move is subject to review, both on and off the job.
"People in general joke about death," he says. Yes, there's humor at a disaster site, but it's cautious humor, Fountain says. "The world is watching."
