Former FEMA director visits campus for book-signing, meetings and banquet
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The Emergency Administration and Management program was honored recently with a visit by James Lee Witt, former director of the' Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), who was instrumental in the establishment of the EAM degree.

Witt is a native of Yell County where he served as County Judge, a position his son, Jimmie, now holds.  Prior to being named to the FEMA post, he was the director of the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management.

Arkansas Tech University hosted a reception for Witt to autograph copies of his newly published book, Stronger In The Broken Places:
Nine Lessons For Turning Crises Into Triumph.
The EAM Advisory Council also met with during his visit.

Witt gave the keynote address at the International E111ergency Managers Student Association (IEMSA) sponsored banquet for the December graduating seniors from the EAM program.

Special guests at the banquet included Mr. Witt's wife, Lee Ellen, his son and daughter-in-law, Michael and Kim, and his grandson, Carter.

Other guests in attendance were Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Brown, Tech president; Dr. Jack Hamm, Tech vice president for Academic Affairs; and Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kersh whose daughter, Georgia Kersh Dye, was named Outstanding EAM Student of the Year.

Kersh is also a former president of Tech.

