Emergency management degree proved attractive immediately

-S.E. McAdams

The Courier

Nov. 29, 1998

The growth of the Emergency Administration and Management (EAM) degree program at Arkansas Tech University has been explosive since the board of trustees approved it in July 1997.

Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, dean of the school that offers the degree, said other colleges and universities are paying attention, new classes are bein- developed and future plans include accepting students abroad.

The EAM Advisory Council met early this month to receive a progress report on the program. Kay Goss, associate director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and Bud Harper, director of the State Office of Emergency Services, were both in attendance and were overwhelmed at the response to the program not only from students, but also from the business and industry community, volunteer groups such as the Red Cross, and emergency service providers such as law enforcement, emergency medical personnel and fire departments.

Rollans said the Arkansas Fire Science Academy, housed at Southern Arkansas University in Camden, has expressed interest in an articulation agreement with Tech, and she was recently invited to present an overview of the EAM degree to 62 Arkansas State Highway Police Officers in Little Rock.

"As a result of that presentation, 24 officers have set up appointments to be admitted into the program," she said.

Lt. George Franks, training director for the Arkansas Highway Police, is developing plans to teach an emergency management ethics course as a 5-day symposium with an emphasis in the area of criminology.

The course will be offered specifically for the officers but will be open to all EAM majors as well. Additional courses have recently been developed and approved in the area of criminal justice and will also be added to the options available to EAM majors.

Rollans said the close connection with FEMA and the contacts the agency has with a number of other countries opens the door for Tech to consider offering the EAM degree on an international basis. Six courses are currently available through distance delivery, and developments indicate the content area courses in the dearee may be available entirely by remote delivery in the future.

"Efforts are in the works to add several more of the option area courses to the list of remote offerings so that most of the requirements for the degree can be obtained remotely after completing the general education requirements, which can be transferred from most universities," she said.

The distance learning classes are coordinated by the Virtual Learning Center at Tech, and includes Web-based and teleconference classes.

