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Preparations have gone well. Arkansas Tech has received a lot of response, and the university is ready for emergency personnel across the nation to tune in via satellite to Russellville beginning Monday. For five days, disaster specialists will be focusing their attention on Tech - home to one of only two four-year college-level degree programs in emergency administration and management in America which will deliver a comprehensive disaster symposium under the sponsorship of the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

The nation's other degree program is offered by North Texas State University at Denton.

Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, dean of Tech's school of community education and professional development, said classes in all aspects of emergency administration and management will be conducted for attendees at the Russellville campus and simultaneously broadcast via satellite link to sites across the nation.

The Arkansas Educational Television Network (AETN) is handling the technical production of the symposium, which will be paid for with a $50,000 grant from FEMA authorized by Director James Lee Witt. There is no charge for approved sites to access and downlink the satellite transmission.

Rollans said Friday that all of the offices of emergency services (OES) in California and Kansas will be participating in the symposium. She has also received confirmations from all FEMA offices in Washington, Region 10. and Southwest Virginia Technical University.

"We have even received a response from India but don't know if they will be able to connect," she said.

Variety of topics

The symposium will cover different topics each day and will feature presenters who are specialists in their respective focus areas. Witt, an Arkansas native, has also been invited to participate in the course titled "Principles and Practice of Disaster Relief and Recovery."

Tech is offering academic credit and continuing education credits for emergency response professionals who enroll, of which many had by Friday. Rollans said her office had also received inquiries from a couple of corporations that will be sending employees to the symposium.

The AETN preparations for the event, to be held in Chambers Cafeteria, includes special lighting and sound systems.

During the interactive symposium, viewers across the nation can witness what is being taught at Tech and e-mail questions or call them in on a toll-free telephone line. The questions will then be answered by the presenters.

Topics, presenters

The topics and presenters will be as follows: 

· FEMA's role in relief and recovery efforts, with Kay Goss, associate director for preparedness, training and exercises with FEMA in Washington, D.C.; 

· Terrorism, with Dr. George Buck, director of the Institute of Emergency Management at Saint Petersburg (Fla.) Junior College; 

· Emergency response and operations, with Gordon "Butch" Baker, training representative for the Arkansas Department of Health's nuclear planning and response program at Russellville; 

· Response to chemical fires and hazardous materials, with Ben Blankenship, chief of the El Dorado fire department; 

· The role of local 9-1-1 offices, with Hanson "Junior" Hamrick, coordinator of the Pope County office of emergency services at Russellville; 

· Interaction of the military in emergency response, with Lt. Col. Richard E. Swan, who is the plan,operations and military support officer of the Military Department of Arkansas at North Little Rock; 

· Special needs populations, with Ray Briggler, coordinator with the state office of emergency services at Conway; 

· Response to mass fatalities, with Vernie R. Fountain, founder of the Fountain National Academy of Professional Embalming Skills at Springfield, Mo. 

Rollans said some of the individual topics that will be covered by the presenters will be preparing for terrorism, human behavior and disaster warning, disasters exceeding state resources, sources of disaster myths, hazard mitigation and mass burial.

Information about the symposium has been distributed to about 15,000 FEMA sites around the nation. Others wishing to arrange for access to downlink the satellite transmission should contact Rollans at 968-0234.

Find out more about the seminar by accessing FEMA's Emergency Education Network web site at www.fema.gov/emi/eenet.htm .

