EAM Expands to British Virgin Islands

The Emergency Administration Management extended its outreach this summer into the British Virgin Islands.  The Office of Disaster Preparedness, which comes under the auspices of the deputy governor, arranged for the disaster coordinator, Sharleen DaBreo, to attend Tech to obtain the EAM degree since there is not opportunity for this type of specialized training in the Virgin Islands.


DaBreo has been on campus for the past year and returned to the BVI this summer to work while taking online classes.  Her return to Tech for the fall semester was delayed due to her having to work through the crisis of Hurricane Debby.


Through her intervention, the deputy governor arranged for Kevin Irvin, a senior EAM student to complete his internship in the BVI under Mrs. DaBreo’s supervision.  His travel and living expenses were provided by the government and he received a salary for the 10-week internship working with the Office of Disaster Preparedness.  He had a rich array of experiences and exposure to a number of health agencies, disaster response offices, and other governmental entities while completing his assignments, primarily in the area of planning and response.

The deputy governor, Elton Georges, was appointed by the Queen to serve as the Governor during the summer and he invited the dean of the school, Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, to visit the seat of government in Tortola, BVI.  She was the guest of the governor at a number of functions while she was there for five days and addressed the staff of several offices, was a speaker at Rotary, and visited with the representatives of H. Lavity Stout Community College for the purposes of negotiating an articulation agreement for a two plus two arrangement with Tech.  She was able to tour several of the islands and observe the government’s system for mitigating and responding to hurricanes, oil spills, and other manmade and natural disasters.

EAM to host Search and Rescue Association conference 


The Emergency Administration and Management Program will host the annual conference of the Arkansas Search and Rescue Association on October 28, 2000. This is an opportunity for EAM majors to participate in programs and activities which bring the most current, cutting edge information to the state’s emergency mangers and responders. 

Community Education hosts Kids’ University 


The third session of Kids’ University was conducted this summer with a total of 90 students in grades one through five. Partial funding was provided by the Arkansas Humanities Council to support scholarships for disadvantaged and minority students to participate. The children were exposed to a wide variety of classes in science, computers, music, theatre, multicultural programs, wildlife exhibits, and nature trips. At the end of the session, the students presented a performance for their families and guests. Sherrilleta Allen-Foster, a Tech graduate, coordinated the activity for the last time; she resigned to move to Fort Smith. Judy Robinson, a Tech graduate, has assumed her position and will serve as the coordinator for disability services and the Kids’ University program.


Luke Heffley (‘94) was hired as a special projects coordinator working in Tech’s Professional Development institute. Luke came here from the Governor’s Office where he worked in education. His duties include data management and reporting for Carl Perkins funding available for the industrial courses through the Arkansas Department of Higher Education, and working with internships and placement for majors in the Industrial Plant Maintenance and Industrial Electronic Technology degree and certificate programs. 


The Professional Development Institute has been working closely with the Russellville Industry Council providing computer training and other types of workshops for area businesses and industries Michael Roys, (‘84) is the director of the institute. With a background in safety compliance issues, he also provides support for the Emergency Administration and Management degree also within the School of Community Education. 


James Lee Witt, the former Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, and the person who was instrumental in the endorsement by FEMA of Tech’s Emergency Administration and Management (EAM) degree, visited campus.  Witt spoke with students and guests about emergency management issues and stressed the role the environment plays in mitigation strategies for coastal communities.  He has written a book that talks about the importance of vision and leadership in directing organizations, and plans are being made to invite Mr. Witt to campus for a book signing.  Witt also announced that a special collection of all his speeches and other memorabilia from his term on President Clinton’s cabinet will be housed in the regional library in Dardanelle, and he mentioned how important this collection of print media, CD’s, and videos would be to research efforts in the EAM program.

The International Emergency Manager Student Association (IEMSA) received a grant from the Student Government Association for $500.00.  IEMSA used this money to fund “Risk Watch” materials for the London Elementary School. The “Risk Watch” program is a curriculum designed to teach students in grades PK-Grade 8 the importance of making smart choices regarding preventable injuries. The program is being delivered by an EAM intern through an agreement between the Russellville School District and the Emergency Administration and Management Program. IEMSA has facilitated several externship opportunities including Red Cross disaster courses, K9 search and rescue training, and hazardous material training. 

With the help of Lt. George Franks, an assistant commander with the Arkansas Highway Police and an EAM adjunct instructor, and Bud Harper (‘57), director of the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management. IEMSA was given $5000 to defray the cost of 20 students to attend the International Emergency Managers Association Meeting in Riverside, CA, in November. Another grant is pending from another source to help cover the students’ expenses. 

EAM has secured three paid internships for students during the summer of 2001 through partnerships with Kansas City, MO; Jacksonville, AR; and the British Virgin Islands. Students will submit their resumes and be interviewed by Kyle Rhone, assistant professor; Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, dean; and the sponsor of the internship. These internships gives EAM students an opportunity to work with emergency management professionals who can mentor them and show how the theories of preparedness. mitigation, response, and recovery are applied in the profession. 

In March, Scott Adams, Assistant Professor of Instructional Technology, completed certification to be the first Palm Education Technology Coordinator in Arkansas. 

Dr. David Bell and Debbie Bell attended and made two presentations, Utilizing the Web: 25 Terrific Sites for child care providers, and Children’s Literature: 25 Great web sites, at the annual meeting of the Southern Early Childhood Association. 

