Defense Company to city partner
Cooperation will come if government contrast is added. 
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Speaking at Arkansas Tech University, Sen. Mark Pryc
announced Monday an agreement between a Russellvill
and a large defense contractor. A design center for Futur
Medical Shelter Systems will be located in the area if th
company receives a $2.1 million contract from the Army.





By Mark Scott

The world's second-largest defense and aerospace company has committed to partnering with Russellville if it receives a U.S. Army contract to build mobile military hospital units.

U.S. Sen. Mark Pryor announced Monday an agreement between the European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company (EADS) and Russellville, one that could have the giant company assembling, testing, and providing the maintenance for the mobile hospitals at a facility in the Russellville area in the future.

Pryor, joined by city and university leaders and EADS company officials, made the announcement in front of more than 50 people gathered Monday afternoon at Arkansas Tech University.

The mobile hospital - technically known as a Future Medical Shelter System - would allow troops to transport pieces of the mobile buildings into combat areas and assemble them closer to the battlefield, providing almost immediate care to soldiers injured in battle.

"This is just the first step of hopefully a long partnership with your state," said Tom Darcy, and EADS representative.

“We need to draw on centers of excellence like here at Arkansas Tech." . But first, the Pentagon must award EADS the $2.1 million contract for the project, a decision that won't be made until at least another year, Pryor said.

Two other companies that aren’t partnering with Russellville are in the running for the same contract, he clarified. 
“The great thing for Russellville is they're going into the process with their eyes wide open," Pryor said.  "They realize this is a competitive situation, but we feel good about the chances.”  The announcement was the latest in a saga that started in September 2002 when EADS, then-U.S. Sen. Tim Hutchinson and several local officials announced plans to build a prototype mobile field hospital in Russellville for the Army.  That project never developed, however, leaving city leaders wondering about its status.

Jeff Pipkin, chairman of the Arkansas Valley Alliance for Economic Development, later contacted Pryor, who defeated Hutchinson in the November 2002 general election.

Pryor said he then convened a meeting with representatives from EADS, Russellville and other members of the state's congressional delegation.  At that time, he "urged EADS to honor its commitment to invest in Russellville," and directed the Army to withhold the $2.1 million appropriation from the 2003 budget '"until the matter was settled." The senator officially announced his release of the hold on Monday after agreements had been reached between Russellville and EADS.

Local officials praised Pryor and his staff for getting the project back on track.

We appreciate you, Senator Pryor," Russellville Mayor Ray Turner said.  ”Thank you for picking up the pieces, that were here, there and yonder.”  Pipkin, who didn’t attend the press conference Monday, said through a press release that Pryor stopped the Pentagon from spending the money elsewhere.

“Neither EADS nor the community could have worked out an agreement without his support and commitment,” Pipkin said of Pryor.  "Senator Pryor not only brought the parties together, but he fought off a Pentagon effort to use the majority for other purposes and pledged his full support for the project's future needed for a press release, Pryor said.  Russellville leaders "understand that only a portion of the $2.1 million would be contracted to Arkansas Tech and businesses for work on the prototype.  In return, EADS has agreed that if the Army selects the EADS prototype and buys the mobile units, then final assembly, testing maintenance will take place in Russellville.  “Russellville has decided that it will pursue this long-term job opportunity, and while there is no guarantee the Army will choose this prototype and fund the proposed program, its prospects look good,” Pryor said.  "This project has the possibility of providing a much-welcomed technological and economic boon for Russellville and the surrounding regoin and will help strengthen our state’s role in national defense.

I am glad that EADS and Russellville were able to work out an amicable agreement, and I will assist both parties by seeking additional funding over the next several years.”
EAD’s North America division was formed in 2002 and directly employs nearly 2.000 people.
