Colleges 
close gap in security training 
Degrees, courses added after 9/11 
BY KATHERIIE MARKS ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Universities across the nation are following suit, providing everything from practice drills to new graduate degree programs, AP reported. 

Oakland Community College in Michigan completed a training center last year that includes a mock city where emergency responders can train. Saint Louis University developed an online master’s degree program in biosecurity that starts this fall. It’s unclear how much money is being spent to develop such programs in Arkansas or nationwide, since funding comes from a variety of sources. 

By next year, Northwest Arkansas Community College in Bentonville hopes to offer a two-year degree in homeland security, said Bryan Renfro, director of the school’s Institute of Corporate and Public Safety Students are already asking if such courses are available. 

“We see increasing employment opportunities for qualified people,” Renfro said. 

Rollans said representatives of the Department of Homeland Security the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency Management Agency had visited the campus looking for future employees. 

She said Arkansas Tech’s enrollment in these courses spiked after the attacks. The program started with just 25 students and …


“We see increasing employment 
opportunities for qualified people.” 
— Bryan Renfro, Northwest Arkansas Community College 

…now has 185. ‘I’m just absolutely astounded at how popular it has become and how absolutely necessary it is.” 

When it began considering a degree in homeland security, Northwest Arkansas Community College found that corporations often lacked information on public safety and how to deal with the workers who respond to emergencies. 

When Russellville’s Arkansas Tech University began offering degrees in emergency administration and management in 1997, training focused on responding to natural disasters. 

Today the emphasis is on man-made disasters, said Mary Ann Rollans, dean of the university’s School of Community Education and Professional Development, which includes the emergency program. 

Schools across Arkansas are tailoring programs to strengthen homeland security training or are adding courses -- often with the aid of hundreds of thousands of dollars in federal grants -- to address subjects rarely talked about before the terrorist attacks of Sept. II, 2001. 

Last fail, the Washington, D.C.-based American Association of Community Colleges found that about 65 percent of 344 community colleges that answered a survey indicated they had changed their curricula to respond to homeland security training needs, The Associated Press reported. 

When a state-of-the-art training center opens this fall at Arkansas Tech, students in some simulations might use global positioning systems to track radiation plumes from a nuclear plant to figure out how to best evacuate a given area in case of an accident. They may also learn how best to respond to anthrax in a community water system or how to detonate bombs. 

“Any type of scenario you can imagine, we can simulate,” Rollans said Tuesday. 
The center is being created in an existing room on campus using a $500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

Over spring break, students will have the option of earning three credits in an intensive one-week course on terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, Rollans said. 

But Arkansas Tech’s “special topics” course isn’t the only chance students will have to learn about terrorism. The issue has crept into many courses, Rollans said. Courses in business now talk about the post-9/11 economy and how terrorism affects industry. 

In October, the Institute Corporate and Public Safety formed using a $983,669 grant from the federal Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Domestic Preparedness. The college was one of 14 organizations around the nation to receive such a grant. 

The institute will partner with Wal-Mart, Tyson Foods and Hunt to develop courses “to bridge the gap between the private sector and first responders,” Renfro said. The courses will teach biosecurity as well as provide information on how managers should work with medics and the media to provide critical information to the public he said. 

The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock is renewing two federal grants aimed at training medical students and professionals such as Aubrey Hough Jr., associate degree for translational research a special projects in the UAM College of Medicine. 

Two years ago, the university received a $1.7 million grant for the federal Health Resources and Services Administration to provide training for medical professionals. The grant paid for a state wide conference in August that included presentations on bioterrorism, radiological emergency and the psychological consequences of terrorism and chemical terrorism as well as ongoing training throughout the state, Hough said.

A roughly $300,000 grant from the same federal agency has helped retool the UAM undergraduate curriculum to include more teaching on bioterrorism, disaster preparedness and infectious diseases. 

“We have a comprehensive program in bioterrorism,” Hough said. 
The latest focus on terrorism in colleges and universities isn’t always on reacting to disasters: but spotting trends that could predict and help prevent future terrorist attacks. 

The University of Arkansas at Fayetteville released a terrorism database to scholars last fall, spokesman Charles Crows said Tuesday. 

The database, which was done in collaboration with a University of Oklahoma sociologist and the National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism, included information on nearly 500 indicted terrorists, spanning two decades. The information was aimed at helping scholars spot trends in terrorist activities or to aid prosecutors. 
The research was funded b $343,8 grant from the National Institute of Justice. 
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