Associate FEMA Directors Emphasizes
Preparedness, Training
 

Russellville, Arkansas - Mail bombings, earthquakes, floods. The key to responding to emergencies like these lies in preparedness.
That was the message of Kay Goss, Associate Director for Preparedness, Training and Exercises for the Federal Emergency Management Agency, during a five-day emergency management symposium on the campus of Arkansas Tech University in Russellville, Arkansas June 29-July3.
Goss, a Springdale, Arkansas native highlighted the last day of the symposium by stressing the importance of preparedness in the event of a terrorist attack. "Preparedness is a little bit like plumbing - nobody wants to think about it until something goes wrong and then no one can think about anything but that." Goss says terrorism is not a fad hazard, adding that over the next several years FEMA will utilize state offices of the Office of Emergency Services, state fire training academies and state police academies for training.
After showing two videotapes, one detailing the dangers of terrorist attacks such as mail bombings, another a graphic account of the Kobe, Japan earthquake, Goss spoke of FEMA's multinational symposiums on disaster preparedness.
"There is nothing like the kind of tragedy Kobe had, to focus our attention on what could happen in the U.S. in an earthquake." Goss said, noting the New Madrid Fault which runs along eastern Arkansas and through Missouri. "When you're under the gun is not the time to get acquainted (with other responders and resources). Partnerships; that is where our strength really comes in in emergency management."
