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NEW RELEASE

Arkansas Tech Hosts Planned Emergency Simulation Tuesday

Arkansas Tech University will conduct a campus-wide emergency preparedness drill on its Russellville campus on Tuesday, April 24. 


The drill will give the university an opportunity to test its Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), which was developed by members of the campus community in conjunction with local authorities over the past two years. The campus will remain open and classes will be held as usual during the exercise that morning. Over 40 students and faculty volunteers will participate by role paying during the simulation and assisting in the evaluation. 


The EOP is designed to provide the university with a framework to respond to and recover from a wide variety of potential hazards, including natural disasters, pandemic illnesses and other emergency situations. Planning for the large-scale simulation involves multiple law enforcement agencies and health care institutions and has been under way for the past six months, according to Susie Nicholson, assistant to the president for university relations.


“As we mourn for the Virginia Tech victims, their families and the entire campus, we recognize our obligation to go forward with the emergency drill due to the potential it has for real learning and improvement in our preparedness efforts,” said Nicholson. “After much discussion and deliberation, the administration made the decision to carry out the drill as planned on Tuesday and to make a more public announcement about the simulation in order to avoid any confusion or concern on that day.”


In 2005, Arkansas Tech established an emergency preparedness task force to guide and oversee the development of a campus-wide emergency plan. Members of the task force identified potential natural, man-made and technological hazards that could negatively affect the Tech campus. Utilizing standards set forth by the U. S. Department of Homeland Security, the task force drafted the hazards analysis, which led to the creation of the EOP.

The EOP outlines the procedures by which members of the Arkansas Tech administration, the Arkansas Tech Public Safety Department, the Russellville Police Department, the Russellville Fire Department, Pope County EMS and the Arkansas Tech Health and Wellness Center would coordinate their efforts to respond to and recover from a disaster on campus. Other entities that are integrated into the plan include the Pope County Office of Emergency Management, the Pope County Sheriff’s Office, The Arkansas State Police and St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. 


Arkansas Tech adopted the EOP in October 2006, and later that month the emergency preparedness task force conducted a tabletop exercise to test its effectiveness. This full-scale simulation on Tuesday is the next step in the ongoing process to ensure the security of the Arkansas Tech campus. The drill will be directed from the campus emergency operations center, which is equipped to provide the communications tools necessary to respond to a disaster.


Faculty and students from Arkansas Tech Emergency Administration and Management Department played a major role in the development of the EOP. Arkansas Tech with just the second institution in the United States to offer a degree program in emergency management and the first American university to have an accredited degree program in emergency management. 


“We have had two EAM students each semester who have preformed internships as part of the emergency operations planning process,” said Ed Leachman, Arkansas Tech visiting assistant professor of Emergency Administration and Management. “It has been wonderful experience for them in terms of learning how to put together a plan like this and assist in the vulnerability and hazards analysis. And with the emergency operations plan, the students have documented evidence of what they’ve done.” 
