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The Arkansas Education Television Network (AETN) crew managing the transmission of Tech's nationwide symposium on emergency management had only one glitch when starting up Monday morning.

Earl Robinson, production coordinator for the 5-day symposium being funded by a $50,000 grant the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), said a line from a truck that fed a computer was lost and there was little time to replace it.

"We were two minutes out and the first presenter was going to be using the computer, so we improvised," he explained.

A camera was set up to shoot what was on the computer screen, rather than the computer feeding into the system. It worked. 

Robinson is in a crew of seven to 10 members that set up and is managing the technical processes or conducting the seminar. The East Dining Room of Chambers Cafeteria was converted into an interactive classroom with a stage area for speakers anchored by a faux window backdrop, greenery and the red, white and blue seal of FEMA.

Rows of tables and chairs seat the Tech students enrolled in the course,while television cameras, a large screen and monitors are in strategic locations around the room. Rows of special fighting are overhead.

"We are excited about being here. This is one of the largest participatory uplinks for AETN," Robinson said about the symposium.

The interactive presentations by speakers from Russellville, Arkansas and elsewhere around the nation are being, sent via signal to Telstar 5, an orbiting satellite. Emergency agencies and other institutions wanting to participate in the symposium then downlink from the satellite.

"Once it is up there, it can be picked up anywhere in the U.S. and in the foot path of' the satellite outside the U.S.," said Robinson.

That foot path currently is for parts of Canada, Mexico and the Virgin Islands.

The coordinator said setting up the equipment was a team effort and a major engineering feat for Lee Clinton with AETN. Production director is Michelle Worden and producer is Lorrie Barr.

On Tuesday Barr said the technology was still working smoothly.

"The presenters are all different. Yesterday, it was all Power Point; today, it is more interactive," she said about the variety of visual aides the presenters use.

"The beauty is we can handle anything a presenter has," she added.
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